
Platinum Weekly 
Newspaper | 
Rustenburg – Love 
is in the air, and this 
Valentine’s Day you 
and your partner could 
be celebrating in style! 
Platinum Weekly is inviting 
couples from Rustenburg 
and surrounding areas to 
share their love stories 
for a chance to win cash 
prizes this Valentine’s Day.
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Share 
your love 

story 
and WIN 

this Valentine’s Day!

CUT AND PROGRAM ALL KEYS TO 
VEHICLES AND DUPLICATES.
RUSTENBURG BRANCHES

POTCHEFSTROOM BRANCH

117 Pres. Mbeki Drive | Tel: 014 592 2921 / 071 623 5945

c/o 180b Pres. Mbeki and Marais street  
Tel: 014 050 0921

Email: admin@thekeyhole.co.za

23 A James Moroko Drive | Tel: 018 294 5799 / 079 
572 2921 | Email: potchsales@thekeyhole.co.za

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:  
079 504 7093

• KEY CUTTING & CODING • IGNITION & DOOR LOCK REPAIRS  
• NEW KEY CASING • REPLACEMENT LOCKS  
• ALL SAFE WORK • OPENING OF VEHICLES  

• STANDARD LOCKSMITH SERVICES 
NORMAL TRADING HOURS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:  
082 453 8761 | 082 339 7066

NUMBER PLATES MADE WHILE YOU WAIT

CHECK OUT THE LATEST DEALS INSIDE

WHAT YOU 
CAN WIN

 First Prize:     
    R1,500 cash 

 Runner-up:  
    R750 cash

HOW TO ENTER
To take part, simply 
WhatsApp the following to 
081 579 7000:
•	 A photo of you and your 

partner
•	 Your ID. 
•	 A short, heartfelt 

message telling us 
your love story or what 
makes your relationship 
special
Think about: how 
you met, a milestone 
anniversary, exciting 
news (like a baby on 
the way), or a magical 
moment you’d love to 
share with our readers.

By entering, you give 
consent for your photo 
and message to be 
published in Platinum 
Weekly.

IMPORTANT DATES
•	  Entries close:  

Tuesday, 10 February 2026
•	 Winners announced: 

Wednesday, 11 February 2026

COMPETITION RULES
•	 Both partners must be 18 years 

or older
•	 Participants must live in 

Rustenburg or surrounding 
areas

Good luck to all the lovebirds out 
there — we can’t wait to read 
your stories!



HOLDING 
THE LINE…
South Africa 
pushes back 
against Foot-and-
Mouth Disease
Platinum Publishers | South Africa continues to 
battle a widespread outbreak of Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease (FMD), with several provinces still affected. 
Authorities say the disease remains a serious 
threat to cattle and other cloven-hoofed animals, 
but a large-scale response is well underway.
More than two million animals have already been 

vaccinated, with additional vaccines being imported 
to strengthen containment efforts. Government 
and industry partners are working together to limit 
the spread, while farmers are urged to follow strict 
movement controls.
Officials warn that illegal livestock movement 
remains a major challenge. Despite this, ongoing 
vaccination and coordinated action offer hope that 
the outbreak can be brought under control in the 
months ahead.

Ons onthou 
met liefde 
wyle Pieter 
Schoeman 
(55), oorlede 
op 25 Januarie 
2026. Ons 
groet hom 
Vrydag 30 
Januarie 
2026 om 
15:00 te NG 
Kerk Bergsig, 
Rustenburg. 

Vir meer navrae, 
skakel Cobus by 081 
379 8919 of Wilna 
by 074 200 2687 – ‘n 
diens met liefde en 
waardigheid deur 
Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Ons onthou 
met liefde 
wyle Frankie 
Pretorius (88), 
oorlede op 21 
Januarie 2026. 
Ons groet haar 
op Donderdag 
29 Januarie 
2026 om 11:00 
vanuit Agape, 
Rustenburg 
Kampus. 

Vir meer navrae, 
skakel Cobus by 081 
379 8919 of Wilna 
by 074 200 2687 – ‘n 
diens met liefde en 
waardigheid deur 
Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Ons onthou 
met liefde 
wyle Marinda 
Steenekamp. 
Ons het haar 
op Vrydag 
23 Januarie 
2026 om 
11:00 vanuit 
die kapel 
te Sonskyn 
Aftree Oord, 
Rustenburg, 
gegroet. 

Vir meer navrae, 
skakel Cobus by 081 
379 8919 of Wilna 
by 074 200 2687 – ‘n 
diens met liefde en 
waardigheid deur 
Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Ons onthou 
met liefde 
wyle Hendrik 
Nieuwenhuis. 
Ons groet 
hom Vrydag 
30 Januarie 
2026 om 
11:00 vanuit 
die kapel 
te Sonskyn 
Aftree Oord, 
Rustenburg. 

Vir meer navrae, 
skakel Cobus by 081 
379 8919 of Wilna 
by 074 200 2687 – ‘n 
diens met liefde en 
waardigheid deur 
Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Ons onthou 
met liefde 
wyle Johann 
Pretorius, 
gebore op 4 
Maart 1952, 
en oorlede 
21 Januarie 
2026 – minder 
as ‘n maand 
na sy geliefde 
eggenote Ina. 
Sy troosdiens 
het op 
Woensdag 28 
Januarie 2026 
plaasgevind 
vanuit die 
NHK, Kloof 
Gemeente, 
Rustenburg. 

Vir meer navrae, 
skakel Cobus by 081 
379 8919 of Wilna 
by 074 200 2687 – ‘n 
diens met liefde en 
waardigheid deur 
Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Placing an obituary 
Announcing the death of a family member is a time-honoured tradition as life should 
be celebrated and never forgotten. To help you to celebrate the life of your loved one 
and share details about the upcoming funeral, place an obituary in our newspaper, 
free of charge. You can include the date of death, details about their life and 
surviving family members. You can also write a special message, a poem or a prayer. 
Please  include a photo and the date, time and place of the memorial service. If you would like to 
place an obituary in Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder, send the information via WhatsApp 
to 072 482 6871 or email news@platinumweekly.co.za/ news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

WE PAWN
15% interest

Office hours
014 592 9828
014 592 2658

STOLS MOTORS 
Buy / Sell 

Anything on 
wheels.

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER IN 
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY
Elevate your professional journey with our nationally and 

internationally accredited Occupational Health & Safety courses

WHY CHOOSE US?
	Globally recognised qualifications
	Flexible learning options - Full-time | Distance | E-learning
	Specialised training in Mining & Industrial Safety
	Discounted tariffs for registrations before 28 February 2026
	Affordable payment plans available

COURSES AVAILABLE
	COMSOC® Levels 1, 2 & 3
	Incident Cause Analysis 

Method (ICAM®)
	Environmental Management
	ISO 45001:  2018 Courses
	Legal Responsibility 

Courses

UPCOMING FULL-TIME 
COURSES:
COMSOC® 2:    
2 – 13 February 2026
COMSOC® 3:    
23 February – 6 March 2026
COMSOC®1:    
16 – 27 March 2026

Limited spaces available – Early registration advised!

COMSOC® and ICAM® are registered trademarks of Skillfull. 
Skillfull holds exclusive rights to offer and present 

these courses.

ENQUIRIES & COURSE  
SCHEDULES:

018 786 4300 / 018 786 2812
info@skillfull29.co.zaREC Primary School 

Enrolments for 2026 still open! 

REC Primary   | @recprimary

014 537 2208 | info@rec.co.za

Limited space available!

• EMIS Nr 600105423
• CAPS CURRICULUM
• BOARDING AVAILABLE FROM GD4-12
• BOJANALA BUS SERVICE, 

TAXIS and SKOF DAILY
• AFTERCARE until 17:00 for Gd R–7
• Gd 8 also still available

Tobie Niemandt 
082 710 0720
060 914 6158
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FROM STREETS 
TO SECOND 
CHANCES
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Something 
powerful is happening in Rustenburg — and it is changing lives. 
Through the ongoing work of the Rustenburg Transformation 
Centre, individuals trapped in addiction and homelessness are 
being given real opportunities to reclaim their dignity, stability, 
and future. 

The centre, an already established and registered non-profit 
company (NPC), is driving a coordinated response that 
moves beyond short-term solutions and focuses on lasting 
transformation.
Operating under the Rustenburg Transformation Centre is 
Friends to Addicts, a hands-on programme that works directly 
with people struggling with substance abuse. Together, the 
organisations form a united front — addressing addiction 
at street level, supporting recovery, and actively working to 
prevent others from falling into the same cycle.
According to Community Policing Forum (CPF) EXCO 
treasurer Harry Swart, the need for decisive action has become 
impossible to ignore. “We are seeing more drug addicts on the 
streets,” he said. “They are arrested, processed, and released 
again within days. Without intervention, nothing changes.”
Determined to disrupt this pattern, Friends to Addicts, in 
collaboration with the CPF, began identifying appropriate 
rehabilitation facilities and actively referring individuals for 
treatment. The results speak for themselves: 21 people have 
already been placed into rehabilitation programmes, each one 
a life redirected away from the streets.

Founder of Friends to Addicts, Ernest Lee Pienaar, said the 
programme is built on both discipline and compassion. “We 
don’t believe in a one-size-fits-all approach,” he explained. “We 
place people in cost-effective rehabilitation centres that suit 
their character and background. But rehabilitation is only part 
of the solution — prevention is just as critical.”
That commitment continues long after rehabilitation ends. 
Friends to Addicts already offers reintegration and ongoing 
support, including regular support group meetings at 190 Kerk 
Street, Rustenburg. Here, recovering addicts receive guidance, 
accountability, and practical support as they work to rebuild 
their lives and re-enter society with purpose.
Looking to the future, the organisation has set its sights on an 
even greater goal. A piece of land has been earmarked for the 
development of a homeless shelter, which will also function as a 
prevention centre. The aim is clear: to provide safety, structure, 
and support to homeless individuals before substance abuse 
takes hold. “We want to stop the problem before it starts,” said 
Pienaar. “By offering shelter, stability, and guidance, we can 
prevent people from turning to drugs as a means of survival.”
Despite its growing impact, the initiative faces a significant 

challenge: funding. CPF EXCO chairperson Marcus Haasbroek 
estimates that at least R50,000 per month is needed to sustain 
rehabilitation placements and reduce the risk of relapse. While 
the desire to help more people is strong, financial support 
remains essential. Friends to Addicts is now calling on the 
broader community and local businesses to stand behind the 
initiative. Businesses can request an Article 18A tax certificate, 
allowing donations to be tax-deductible while directly 
contributing to meaningful change.

Community members or businesses who wish to donate 
or get involved can contact:
•	 Harry Swart: 072 543 1587
•	 Jolene Pasino: 066 491 8819
•	 Ernest Lee Pienaar: 064 088 9573
•	 Johan Mostert: 061 301 6257
In a town facing serious social challenges, the Rustenburg 
Transformation Centre is proving that decisive action, 
community partnership, and compassion can turn desperation 
into opportunity – and streets into pathways toward a second 
chance.
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GONE TOO SOON… North-West University student Onalenna 
Selebogo (21), remembered for her warmth and determination, 
whose life was tragically ended in an act of brutal violence. 
(Instagram photo)

Help turn rooms into homes at Lighthouse
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – The Lighthouse Child & Youth Care Centre in Kruger 
Street is calling on the community to help with a new and meaningful project — decorating 14 
children’s bedrooms for the children in their care. At present, the rooms are still undecorated and in 
need of colour, warmth and personality. The goal is to transform them into welcoming spaces that feel 
like home. Founder Elsa Doubell explains that the children themselves have chosen themes for their 
rooms. “The kids gave their rooms different themes. Community members can either visit the rooms 
or receive photos to decide how they would like to help decorate. It’s about making the rooms more 
personal, especially as more than one child shares a room.”
Lighthouse hopes individuals, families and businesses will get involved by helping to decorate a room 
or contribute items that will make the spaces more vibrant and alive. For more information or to get 
involved, contact Elsa Doubell on 083 493 5911.

Onalenna’s 
case pushed to 
March 2026
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg 
– The case surrounding the murder of North-
West University (NWU) student Onalenna 
Selebogo (21) has been postponed once 
again. Sivenathi Gunya, communication 
officer for the National Prosecuting Authority 
(NPA) in the North West Division, confirmed 
that the case against the accused, Walter 
Tshela, has now been postponed to 5 March 
2026.
Tshela is accused of brutally murdering 
his girlfriend, Onalenna, whose body was 
discovered wrapped in sheets at a flat in Tuin 
Street, Rustenburg, on 3 August 2025. She 
had sustained multiple stab wounds to the 
neck. 
Students and staff at NWU have previously 
gathered in vigils to honour her life, calling for 
accountability and justice. Those who knew 
her remember Onalenna as a warm, driven 
young woman with a bright future ahead of 
her – a life full of promise that was cruelly cut 
short.

Platinum Weekly | Rustenburg – More than three 
years after the murder of 31-year-old Caroline Werner, 
her family is once again forced to endure another painful 
delay in the pursuit of justice. The case against the 
accused, Solly Maledu, was postponed… again… to 17 
February 2026. 
According to National Prosecuting Authority 
spokesperson Sivenathi Gunya, the accused remains in 
custody.

For Caroline’s mother, Ella Blackbeard, the postponement 
is another crushing blow in a journey marked by grief, 
exhaustion, and unanswered questions. “My heart is just 
broken,” Ella said. “To sit in court and see him standing 
there with such arrogance is a bitter pill to swallow,” she 
said. “After more than three years of going back and 
forth to court, we still have no answers — no why, no 
reason. And once again, it is postponed.”
The latest delay follows the appointment of a new legal 

representative for the accused, continuing a pattern 
of postponements that has plagued the case since 
Caroline’s murder in September 2022.
Caroline is remembered by those who loved her as a 
warm, vibrant woman with a contagious spirit. While 
time has moved on for the world around them, her family 
remains caught in a relentless cycle of court dates, 
delays, and grief.

VACANCY 
INTERNAL / EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT

JUNIOR METALLURGIST THABA JV
The following vacancy exists within Sylvania Metals (Pty) Ltd. 

The Thaba Joint Venture (JV), which is a JV between Sylvania Metals and Limberg Mining Company, is looking for a 
Junior Metallurgist to provide metallurgical support to the plant management team & ensure that the plant operates 

effectively according to the agreed business plan and process parameters to meet respective safety and product quality 
and quantity targets.

Key Responsibilities:
• Support the overall operational management of 

processing plants, and ensure effective technical 
operation within the defined processing recipes

• Assist with the implementation of, and maintaining 
technical standards and procedures in the plant

• Perform metallurgical test work and initiate technical 
projects to optimize plant performance

• Lead and participate in some process design and 
commissioning activities as may be required

• Production debottlenecking and troubleshooting
• Cost optimization.
• Responsible for adequate monitoring and timely 

reporting of production quantity and quality parameters, 
metal accounting, and performance data collating

• Ensure adherence to the company’s Health and Safety 
Standards

• Good employee relations and effective people 
management

Knowledge/Education Requirement:
• Matric Certificate/ Grade 12 (with Mathematics and 

Science)
• B-Tech. Degree in Metallurgical or Chemical 

Engineering
• Post-graduate qualifications might be advantageous.

Experience and requirements:
• Minimum 2 years PGM and Chrome recovery plant 

experience
• Post-qualification experience on metallurgical plants and 

projects will be advantageous
• Must have plant processing knowledge, and PGM 

Flotation and Chrome Recovery Plant experience will be 
advantageous

• Must have good presentation skills
• Good computer literacy, administration, and 

housekeeping skills are essential
• Must have a valid certificate of fitness.
• Must have a valid Code 8 driver’s license and own 

transport
Personality Requirements:
• Team player, self-managed, self-motivated, enthusiastic 

individual
• A natural Leader with good communication skills
• Reside in proximity of the operation.
• Prepared to perform routine official stand-by duties as 

may be required
• Prepared to relieve as Metallurgist, if required 

 

Candidates who meet the requirements as stipulated above may apply by sending their CVs and copies of relevant 
qualifications to the HR Department. Should you not hear from the company in 21 days, please consider your 
application unsuccessful.
By applying for this vacancy, you give consent to process your personal information in line with the Processing 
of Personal Information Act (POPIA) and the Company’s recruitment procedure. Your information will only be 
kept on record for this vacancy.

CONTACT:  Thabarecruitment@sylvania.co.za
CLOSING DATE:  05 February 2026

METALLURGIST THABA OPERATION
The Thaba Joint Venture (JV), which is a JV between Sylvania Metals and Limberg Mining Company, is looking for a 
Metallurgist to provide metallurgical support to the plant management team & ensure that the plant operates effectively 
according to the agreed business plan and process parameters to meet respective safety and product quality and quantity 
targets.

Key Responsibilities:
• Support the overall operational management of 

processing plants and ensure effective technical 
operation within the defined processing recipes.

• Assist with implementation of and maintaining technical 
standards and procedures in the plant.

• Perform metallurgical test work and initiate technical 
projects to optimize plant performance.

• Lead and participate in some process design and 
commissioning activities as may be required.

• Production debottlenecking and troubleshooting.
• Cost optimization.
• Adequate monitoring and timely reporting of production 

quantity and quality parameters, metal accounting, and 
performance data collating.

• Ensure adherence to the company’s Health and Safety 
Standards.

• Good employee relations and effective people 
management.

Knowledge/Education Requirement:
• Matric Certificate/ Grade 12 (with Mathematics and 

Science).

• B. Tech Degree in Metallurgical or Chemical 
Engineering

• Post-graduate qualification might be advantageous.
Experience and requirements:
• Minimum 4 years post-qualification experience in 

metallurgical plants
• Must have PGM flotation and Chrome recovery plant 

experience
• Must have good presentation skills
• Good computer literacy, administration, and 

housekeeping skills are essential
• Must own a valid certificate of fitness
• Must have a valid Code 8 driver’s license and own 

transport
Personality Requirements:
• Team player, Self-managed, self-motivated, enthusiastic 

individual, A natural Leader with good communication 
skills.

• Prepared to perform routine official stand-by duties as 
may be required. 

Candidates who meet the requirements as stipulated above may apply by sending their CVs and copies of relevant 
qualifications to the HR Department. Should you not hear from the company in 21 days, please consider your 
application unsuccessful.
By applying for this vacancy, you give consent to process your personal information in line with the Processing 
of Personal Information Act (POPIA) and the Company’s recruitment procedure. Your information will only be 
kept on record for this vacancy.

CONTACT:  Thabarecruitment@sylvania.co.za
CLOSING DATE:  05 February 2026

Caroline Werner, whose family 
continues to seek justice more than 
three years after her murder.

THREE YEARS AND COUNTING… 
A Mother’s Grief as Justice Is Delayed Again
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R10 Million 
Mine Fraud 
Case Pushed 
to May 2026
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – 
The fraud case involving a former Rustenburg 
mine employee accused of stealing millions of 
rands has been postponed once more, with the 
matter previously set for 8 December 2025 now 
rescheduled to proceed to trial in May 2026.
Sivenathi Gunya, North West communications 
officer for the National Prosecuting Authority 
(NPA), confirmed to Platinum Weekly that the 
case — State vs. Cunningham — has been 
postponed to 25 May 2026 for trial.
The accused, Alicia Gwyntahon “Gwynnie” 
Cunningham (34), a former employee of Sitona 
Mining, faces charges linked to the alleged theft 
of more than R10 million from the company 
over a number of years. The alleged offences 
are said to have occurred between 2014 and 
2019, while Cunningham worked in the mining 
company’s accounting division.

BACKGROUND TO THE CASE
The investigation into the alleged fraud 
began in 2019 after financial discrepancies 
were detected at Sitona Mining. According 
to the Hawks’ Serious Commercial Crime 
Investigation Unit, Cunningham and a 
colleague, Dinah Dorothea Botes (42), were 
implicated in a scheme involving fraudulent 
transactions and the diversion of company 
funds. Both women were arrested in June 2022 
following an extensive investigation into the 
missing funds.

CO-ACCUSED ALREADY CONVICTED
Botes, who was charged separately, has 
already been sentenced. In February 2024, she 
was convicted on 126 counts of theft involving 
more than R9.3 million and received a 15-year 
prison sentence in the Rustenburg Magistrates’ 
Court.

WHAT LIES AHEAD
Cunningham remains out on R15,000 bail as 
the State prepares for trial. Prosecutors are 
expected to rely on detailed financial records, 
audit evidence, and the outcome of the related 
case when proceedings eventually get under 
way.

FORM JJJ | LOST OR DESTROYED DEED
Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulation 68 of the Deeds 
Registries Act, 1937, of the intention to apply for the issue of a certified 
copy of Deed of Grant Number T48698/2013 passed by IMPALA 
PLATINUM PROPERTIES RUSTENBURG PROPRIETARY 
LIMITED Registration Number: 1969/004790/07, in favour of 
BOHENTSE LUCKY WARD, Identity Number:720122 5888 08 7 in 
respect of: PORTION 2 OF ERF 1192 RUSTENBURG TOWNSHIP;  
REGISTRATION DIVISION J.Q., PROVINCE OF NORTH WEST; 
HELD BY Deed of Grant Number T48698/2013 which has been 
lost or destroyed.
All interested persons having objection to the issue of such copy are 
hereby required to lodge the same in writing with the REGISTRAR 
OF DEEDS:  NORTH GAUTENG at PRETORIA, 600 Lilian Ngoyi 
Street, Pretoria Central, 0002, within two weeks from the date of the 
publication of this notice.
Dated at MABOPANE on the 28th January 2026.

BOHENTSE LUCKY WARD

(NW375)
PUBLIC NOTICE CALLING 

FOR INSPECTION OF THE GENERAL 
VALUATION ROLL 2026 - 2031 AND 

LODGING OF OBJECTIONS 
Moses Kotane Local Municipality hereby gives notice in terms of Section 49 (1)(a)(i) of the Local Government Municipal 

July 2026 to 30 June 2031 will be open for public inspection at the municipal of
as well as on the municipal website www.moseskotane.gov.za from 2 February 2026 to 10 April 2026.
An invitation is hereby made in terms of Section 49 (1) (a) (ii) of the Act that any owner of property or other person who 

the valuation roll within the above mentioned period above by completing a prescribed 
form obtainable from the below mentioned of ces or through the municipal website at www.
moseskotane.gov.za.

The completed forms may be handed in, by 10th of April 2026, at the below mentioned 
address or mailed to:
The Municipal Manager will assist any person/s who cannot read or write to lodge an 
objection as contemplated in the Act. For enquiries please phone the Municipality’s Legal 

at 014 555 1337, PManopolo@moseskotane.gov.za or Ms. Mankhumise Kgabo, at 014 555 
1350, MKgabo@moseskotane.gov.za

Municipal Manager
Moses Kotane 
Local Municipality
Private Bag X1011, 
Mogwase, 0314
Civic Centre
Stand 933 Station Road, 
Unit 3, Mogwase, 0314
Tel: (014) 555 1300 | 
Fax: (014) 555 6368

Mr. M.V. Letsoalo | Municipal Manager

A Survivor’s 
Story of 
Violence 
and Waiting
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – 
Platinum Weekly recently interviewed a survivor 
of a near-fatal domestic violence attack – an 
interview that sheds light not only on the brutality 
she endured, but also on the long and painful 
road to justice that still lies ahead.
At the request of the victim, Platinum Weekly is 
withholding the names of both the victim and the 
accused, as the matter concerns her personal 
safety and wellbeing.

A RELATIONSHIP THAT FELT SAFE… 
UNTIL IT WASN’T
The incident took place in September 2024, after 
the couple had been dating for seven months. 
The victim explained that the relationship had 
been loving and close. They were best friends, 
shared everything, and there had never been any 
physical violence before that night.
Because she often knocked off work at around 
22:00, she decided to temporarily move in with 
her boyfriend, who lived closer to her workplace. 
What seemed like a practical decision would later 
turn into a life-threatening ordeal.
On the night of the attack, her boyfriend returned 
from visiting friends and found her asleep. An 
argument broke out after she confronted him 
about a cellphone he had allegedly stolen, making 
it clear that she wanted no part in criminal activity. 
She says he became enraged.
According to the survivor, the assault escalated 
rapidly. As she prepared to take a bath and leave, 
the accused allegedly used a laptop cable to 
strangle her, dragging her from the bathroom into 
the living area. He then continued choking her 
with his hands.
The violence continued into the kitchen, where he 
allegedly stabbed her multiple times – first in her 
thighs and then in her back, shoulders, and hands 
as she tried to shield her face. She recalls him 
telling her that she would not be leaving him and 
that she was going to die that night.
She further alleges that he prepared a bag 
intended to dispose of her body, placing weapons 

inside it. Weak, bleeding heavily, and fearing 
death, she says she could smell blood on herself 
and believed she was moments away from dying.
When a friend of the accused knocked on the 
door, the accused allegedly threatened to kill 
her if anyone entered. The friend contacted the 
accused’s mother, who advised him to call the 
police. Instead, the accused reportedly returned 
to the bathroom, where the survivor says she saw 
additional weapons. She attempted to escape but 
was pulled back and pinned down before being 
struck on the head with a brick. She believes this 
is when she lost consciousness.

SURVIVAL THROUGH STRATEGY
After regaining consciousness, the survivor says 
she realised her only chance of survival was to 
soothe her attacker. She pretended to comply, 
reassuring him that she would not leave and 
promising not to open a case if he let her go.
Later, when he fell asleep, she seized the moment. 
She took his phone and contacted the same 
friend who had come earlier. He instructed her to 

run to his house nearby 
and then assisted her in 
going to the police.
The accused was 
arrested the very 
next day on charges 
of attempted murder. 
The survivor later 
discovered that he 
had previously been 
charged with the 
murder of his father and 
was out on bail at the 
time their relationship 
began.
She says that since his 
arrest, the accused has 
repeatedly contacted 
her from custody, 
begging her to drop 
the charges. Members 
of his family have also 

allegedly approached her, referring to the attack 
as a “lovers’ quarrel.”

LIFE AFTER THE ATTACK
The survivor told Platinum Weekly that her life has 
changed drastically. She has since left her job, 
saying she could no longer meet expectations 
while coping with trauma. She admits that she 
has started drinking more since the incident and 
struggles to trust anyone enough to enter a new 
relationship, fearing a repeat of the violence.
The attempted murder case has been postponed 
to 3 February 2026.
According to the survivor, the magistrate ruled 
that while the defence appeared to plead guilty, 
the accused’s statement did not clearly amount to 
a full admission of guilt, as he only acknowledged 
the stabbing and not the strangulation.
This postponement has been confirmed by 
the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA). 
The last court appearance took place on 26 
November 2025 at Regional Court 2, Rustenburg 
Magistrate’s Court.
As the survivor waits nearly two years for her case 
to continue, her story highlights the devastating 
impact of gender-based violence — and the 
emotional toll of slow justice.

If you or someone you know is 
experiencing abuse, contact the 
Gender-Based Violence Command 
Centre toll-free at 0800 428 428.

Gumbi 
murder case 
moves closer 
to trial
Platinum Weekly newspaper | 
Rustenburg – The long road to justice 
in the murder of respected businessman 
Ben Gumbi has taken another step, while 
the third accused in the case remains 
behind bars as the matter moves toward 
trial.
The National Prosecuting Authority (NPA), 
through its North West spokesperson 
Sivenathi Gunya, confirmed this week 
that the third suspect linked to Gumbi’s 
killing has been remanded in custody 
until 6 February 2026, when the case is 
expected to proceed to trial.
This update follows earlier bail 
proceedings involving Zimele Mntuyazi 
Nkwanyana (37), who was arrested in 
Port Shepstone, KwaZulu-Natal, and 
later brought before the Rustenburg 
Magistrates’ Court. Nkwanyana first 
appeared in October 2025 as part of the 
broader investigation into Gumbi’s murder 
in August 2023.
The case has already seen major 
developments. Two co-accused, 
Sibongiseni Ngubane (33) and Thabani 
Lethukuthula Gwala (30), were previously 
convicted and sentenced to life 
imprisonment for murder, along with an 
additional 15 years for possession of an 
unlicensed firearm. The sentences are 
running concurrently.
Ben Gumbi, aged 50, was fatally shot 
outside a Rustenburg coffee shop after 
stepping out of his vehicle to take a 
phone call, while his wife remained 
inside. Investigators were able to link 
the perpetrators to the crime through 
surveillance footage and fingerprint 
evidence, leading to swift arrests and 
successful prosecution. At the time, the 
NPA described the killing as “brutal, 
violent, and callous,” underscoring the 
devastating impact the crime had on 
both the Gumbi family and the wider 
community.

If you have information about suspected 
arson, report it to SAPS. Remember, 

you’ll need to provide a sworn statement 
and possibly testify in court. Arson is a 
serious crime, involving the intentional 

burning of someone else’s property.

To remain anonymous,  
call Crime Stop at 08600 10111.

REPORT 
ARSON!
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Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg 
– Visible action speaks louder than promises 
— and throughout January, Our Ward Matters 
(OWM) proved exactly that with a series of 
hands-on community clean-ups across Wards 
16 and 17, restoring safety, cleanliness, 
and pride in shared public spaces. Guided 
by community leadership and powered by 
volunteers, residents, and partners, these 
clean-ups tackled overgrown vegetation, illegal 
dumping, and safety risks — turning neglected 
areas into spaces residents can once again feel 
proud of.

Rivers Area clean-ups | 21 and 22 January 
2026
On Wednesday, 21 January, Cllr Tanya 
Rothman led the Our Ward Matters team in 
the Rivers area, starting at Rockridge View. 
The team cut long, overgrown grass, cleared 
roadside vegetation, and improved visibility 
along the route toward Little Margate, reducing 
safety risks for pedestrians and motorists alike. 
The work continued on Thursday, 22 January, 
with focused debushing around Nylapies and 
rubbish removal throughout Ward 17. 

Responding to Community Calls | 26 Jan
On 26 January, Our Ward Matters responded 
to a resident’s request for help at the corner of 

Fiddlewood Place and Cycad Avenue, where 
dense overgrowth had become a serious safety 
concern. Armed with pangas, brushcutters, 
blowers, and determination, the team cleared 
bushes along boundary walls, removed grass 
from roadways, cleaned the area thoroughly, 
and collected all litter. As the work progressed, 
nearby residents joined in — contributing toward 
the clean-up and demonstrating real community 
spirit.

Azaleapark, Selly Park and Ward 16 Action | 
27 January
The momentum continued on 27 January, 
beginning in Azaleapark (Ward 17) along 
Langeberg Avenue, where grass cutting and 
debushing helped reduce crime risk and the 
danger of veld fires from the mountain side. From 
there, the team moved to Kougaberg Avenue, 
cleaning the area and loading a skip arranged 

by Cllr Tanya Rothman in partnership with the 
RLM Waste Department. The skip was made 
available for residents, encouraging responsible 
waste disposal. Later that day, attention turned 
to Ward 16, at the Manuka Substation near 
Geelhoutpark SPAR. Thick vegetation had 
completely obscured visibility, making the area 
unsafe for pedestrians. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT MAKES 
IT POSSIBLE
Our Ward Matters carries 
ongoing costs to keep this vital 
work going. Residents and 
businesses are encouraged to 
support the initiative through 
donations or sponsorships — 
whether petrol, brushcutter line, 
refuse bags, PPE, or financial 
contributions.

“Small daily habits may seem ordinary, 
but when practiced with consistency, 
they create remarkable results that 
change communities, not just individuals.” 
— André Van Dyk

WANT TO HELP? 
Contact André (076 057 1669), 

Ilse (078 258 6620), or Ronel 
(072 854 8965). 
Banking details: Our Ward 
Matters | FNB | Acc: 
63038972641 | Branch: 
258055 | Ref: OWM
Together, we clean. Together, 
we care. Together, Our Ward 

Matters.

1 Give ear to my words, 
O Lord,
Consider my meditation.
2 Give heed to the voice 
of my cry,
My King and my God,
For to You I will pray.
3 My voice You shall hear in 
the morning, O Lord;
In the morning I will 
direct it to You,
And I will look up.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)
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POLL

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Is honesty always the 

best policy?

Honesty builds trust, strengthens relationships, and supports fairness – but real life isn’t always simple. White 
lies, privacy, and compassion can complicate the picture. Where do you draw the line between truth and tact?

Is honesty always the best policy?
HAVE YOUR SAY

“Yes, mostly. Honesty 
matters, but it should 

be kind and measured 
— not brutal. Be truthful 
without oversharing or 
causing unnecessary 

harm.”

Brigette Groenewald, 
Rustenburg 

“Yes. Transparency 
builds trust, 

accountability, and 
stronger relationships. 
Openness improves 

decision-making, 
reduces corruption, 

and encourages 
engagement in 

both personal and 
organisational settings.”

Olebogeng 
Moreotsile, 
Rustenburg

NO 22% YES 78%

Did you know?
WHY BUGS FLY INTO THE LIGHT… Most people know 
insects swarm around lights – even flames – but it’s not 
because they love danger. Many night-flying insects navigate 
by keeping a constant angle to the Moon, which helps them fly 
straight. Artificial lights confuse 
this system. A nearby bulb is 
much closer than the Moon, so 
maintaining that angle makes 
the insect spiral inward. Flames 
and bright lights can trap them in 
endless loops, sometimes fatally. 
It’s not attraction—it’s a navigation 
error caused by modern lighting 
colliding with ancient instincts.

Ride for a Child – Rustenburg Charity Motorbike Ride  
Date: Wednesday, 18 February 2026 (arrival) | Thursday, 19 February 2026 (departure at 10:00) 

--- 
As part of the national 2026 Ride for a Child charity initiative, riders will pass through Rustenburg in support of baby 

Caleb, who urgently needs life-saving neurological surgery. This meaningful stop forms part of a national fundraising effort 
by Pediatric Care Africa, uniting bikers and communities to raise awareness, funds, and hope for a child in need. 

Contact details: 076 229 5663 | info@pediatriccareafrica.org

Greater Rustenburg Fire Protection Association – 2026 AGM 
Date: Saturday, 21 February 2026 | 10:00 

--- 
The Greater Rustenburg Fire Protection Association invites members and non-members to attend its 2026 Annual General 

Meeting. This important gathering provides an opportunity to review the year’s activities, discuss fire protection matters 
affecting the region, and engage with stakeholders committed to community safety and preparedness.  

Venue: Brauhaus, Rustenburg | Contact details: 071 354 2609 | grfpa.fire@gmail.com

Is it more important to you 
to be liked than respected?
Being liked can build warmth and connection, 
while being respected often brings trust and 
credibility. Some believe respect lasts longer; 
others value harmony and approval. In daily life, 
work, and community leadership, which matters 
more to you – and why?

Here’s how you can participate. Email us at 
news@platinumweekly.co.za or WhatsApp your 
response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response 

before 12:00 on Monday, 2 February 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be 
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our 

community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your opinion 

on our Facebook post about this topic.  
Join the conversation!

Rivers Area 
clean-ups in 

action — 21 and 
22 January 2026.

Our Ward Matters turns consistency into cleaner, safer Wards 16 and 17.

Grateful moments 
on the ground — 
Our Ward Matters 
with Emmanuel Sorg 
NPC. A heartfelt 
thank-you to André 
and his team for an 
incredibly generous 
donation that helped 
make this work 
possible.

small 
daily habits, 

BIG 
community 

change
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From left: Gabi Lummis (18) and Jaiden Brown (9) with Helen Lotz, owner of the Môrester Child 
and Youth Care Centre, during a donation of school supplies and toys that brought joy and 
support to the children.

Giving back 
to Môrester

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Two young local models 
showed that generosity is always in fashion when they donated school 
supplies and toys to the Môrester Child and Youth Care Centre on 15 
January 2026.
Representing Globe Modellook (GML Models) Rustenburg, Gabi Lummis 
(18) and Jaiden Brown (9) delivered two school stationery packs from 
PNA along with teddy bears, helping children start the year with both 
essential supplies and a little extra comfort.
For more information about Môrester Child and Youth Care Centre, 
please contact 082 460 8418.

Rugga 
nuus 

United Rugby 
Championship

UITSLAE
Vrydag 
23 Januarie
•	 Edinburgh 17-19 

Bulls
•	 Ospreys 24-24 

Lions
•	 Munster 22-20 

Dragons
Saterdag 24 
Januarie
•	 Cardiff 17-8 

Benetton
•	 Zebre 21-

26 Glasgow 
Warriors

•	 Stormers 19-30 
Sharks

•	 Connacht 23-34 
Leinster

•	 Scarlets 27-22 
Munster

BEPALINGS
Vrydag 30 
Januarie
•	 Benetton 21:45 

Scarlets
•	 Glasgow 

Warriors 21:45 
Munster

Saterdag 31 
Januarie
•	 Lions 14:30 

Bulls
•	 Zebre 17:00 

Connacht
•	 Sharks 17:00 

Stormers
•	 Leinster 19:00 

Edinburgh
•	 Ulster 21:45 

Cardiff
•	 Ospreys 21:45 

Dragons

Nag ou grote...

Platinum Weekly newspaper | SA – Parents 
are often encouraged to do everything possible 
to keep their children healthy — especially 
during cold and flu season. But a recent warning 
from South African Health Products Regulatory 
Authority (SAHPRA) reminds us that not all 
products marketed for children are as safe as 
they appear.

On 8 January 2026, SAHPRA issued an 
official notice warning against the sale and 
use of certain children’s “immune booster” 
products that contain zinc picolinate and/or 
selenium.

Why the warning?
According to SAHPRA, zinc picolinate and 
selenium are not permitted ingredients in 
health supplements for children under the age 
of 18 under current South African regulations. 
These substances are listed as not allowed in 
SAHPRA’s official health-supplement guidance 
for children. Despite this, products containing 
these ingredients are currently being sold — 
often labelled as immune boosters — and are 
promoted to help with:
•	 colds and flu
•	 diarrhoea
•	 skin conditions
Because of these claimed medical benefits, 

SAHPRA says these products are medicines, 
not simple supplements — and they require full 
registration and approval before they may be 
sold.

Safety concerns for children
SAHPRA highlighted specific risks associated 
with these ingredients:
•	 Zinc picolinate can cause side effects at 

any supplemental dose, including nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhoea, headaches, and 
indigestion. Its absorption in the body is 
unpredictable, which makes it unsuitable and 
potentially unsafe for children.

•	 Selenium, while necessary in very small 
amounts, can become harmful if intake is 
too high. SAHPRA warns that children may 
be at risk of selenium overdose, particularly 
when supplements are used without medical 
supervision.

What this means legally
SAHPRA has made it clear that:
•	 Products containing zinc picolinate or selenium 

do not qualify as Category D (complementary) 
medicines for children.

•	 Selling them as such is illegal.
•	 These products must instead be registered as 

Category A medicines, which undergo stricter 
safety and approval processes.

•	 All affected products must be withdrawn from 
the market within six months of the notice.

Advice for health professionals and shops
SAHPRA has instructed:
•	 Doctors, pharmacists, and retailers to stop 

selling or dispensing these products.
•	 All remaining stock to be removed from 

shelves and storage areas immediately.

Advice for parents and caregivers
Members of the public are urged to:
•	 Check children’s supplements at home for 

zinc picolinate or selenium.
•	 Return affected products to the pharmacy, 

distributor, or supplier where they were 
purchased.

•	 Avoid giving children any supplement that 
claims to treat illnesses unless advised by a 
healthcare professional.

This warning is not about causing panic — it’s 
about protecting children’s health. SAHPRA 
reminds parents that “natural” or “immune-
boosting” labels do not automatically mean a 
product is safe, especially for young bodies still 
developing.

Before You 
Give Your 

Child Another 
Supplement, 
READ 
THIS

Donate blood at the South African National Blood Service 
(SANBS) Rustenburg, situated at the Lifestyle Square 
centre in Beyers Naude Drive, Rustenburg. 
Pop in before you do your shopping! Your blood 
can save up to three lives!  You  can donate 
blood every 56 days. For more information 
visit www.sanbs.org.za or give SANBS 
Rustenburg a call at 014 594 2771.

We need your blood!
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Rustenburg Rides for Hope
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – In February 2026, 
Rustenburg will roar with more than motorbike engines — it will echo 
with hope.
The “Ride for a Child” charity motorbike event, organised by Pediatric 
Care Africa, is changing course this year for one very special reason: 
Caleb, a baby from Nelspruit born with a rare and severe brain 
condition that causes relentless seizures. Surgery is his only chance.
On Wednesday, 18 February 2026, the riders arrive in Rustenburg 
as part of this national fundraising journey. 
Unlike previous years, the 2026 ride is not about distance, but 
direction — focusing all energy on raising funds for Caleb’s life-

saving brain surgery in Cape Town. Every rand raised goes directly 
to his verified BackaBuddy campaign to help cover medical, travel, 
and recovery costs.
Bikers, businesses, families and residents are encouraged to take 
note now, spread the word, and get ready to support when the riders 
roll in.
Because when Thabazimbi shows up, it shows up strong — and for 
Caleb, that strength could mean a future.

For more information or to get involved,  
visit www.pediatriccareafrica.org or contact 076 229 5663.

Get the Platinum Weekly directly on your phone.
WhatsApp                             to subscribe today!0818211332

Dr. André Hattingh, founder and chairman of 
Pediatric Care Africa, on his powerful Road King 

Harley Davidson – leading the Ride for a Child 
mission with purpose and passion.
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