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Fatalities

in Platinum Mines

escalates with

140%

Carletonville
–
Gold-miner
Harmony Gold said that it had
stopped all tramming operations
at its Kusasalethu mine near
Carletonville after a fatal accident
occurred on Saturday (7 May
2011).
Investor relations of¿cer Henrika
Baster¿eld said that operations
would remain suspended until such
time that all investigations into
the tramming accident had been
completed. South Africa, which has
the world’s deepest gold mines, has

seen mine fatalities rise by 27% in
the ¿rst quarter of this year, which
compelled the National Union of
Mineworkers to embark on one-day
protests in different provinces. The
protests would lead up to a national
one-day protest in September or
October this year.
The number of injuries at mines as
a result of accidents remarkably
declined in the ¿rst four months
of the year, trade union Solidarity
said on Wednesday (11 May
2011). An amount of 711 injuries
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were reported in 2011 compared to 1
126 during the same period in 2010.
Fatalities sharply increased with 21%.
According to provisional data from the
Department of Mining, fatal accidents
in South African mines claimed 47
lives between January and April 2011.
This translates to more than 11 lives
monthly. According to advocate Paul
Mardon, head of Solidarity’s department
of Occupational Health and Safety, the
amount of injuries caused by mining
accidents in the various types of mines
declined between 11% and 53% during
the ¿rst four months of 2011.
“Although it is good news that less people
are injured, it is evident from the statistics
that the accidents which do take place
are more serious, since the amount of
fatalities, especially in platinum and gold
mines increased drastically,” Mardon
said. “Of the 47 fatal accidents during
the ¿rst third of 2011, 22 took place in
gold mines and 12 in platinum mines.
This represents a shocking 140%
increase of fatalities in platinum mines,”
Mardon explained. Mardon also said the
mining industry remains a dangerous
industry, and, as evident from the
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number of deaths, mistakes cost lives.
“It is therefore extremely important that
mining companies and mineworkers
should always focus to do the correct
thing in the correct way,” Mardon said.
More than 80% of fatal accidents in the
¿rst four months of 2011 took place in
the North West Province, Gauteng and
the Free State. “Deaths at mines in the
North West Province increased with
78%, from nine deaths during January
to April 2010 to 16 deaths during the
same period this year. Gauteng and the
Free State respectively reported 12 and
10 fatalities,” Mardon explained. “The
amount of mining injuries in North West
declined with 62%, from 639 accidents
during the ¿rst third of 2010 to 245 during
the same period in 2011.”
“Solidarity’s department specialising
in occupational health and safety
encourages the appointment of trade
union representatives who exclusively
focus on mining safety. The results are
evident. The safety records for employers
with such representatives are healthier
than their competitors’,” Mardon said.

Going ahead with Friday’s Strike
Municipal union SAMWU said it will
continue with its nationwide plan to
bring local service delivery to a halt
on Friday.

The strike comes after the ANC
accused Theledi of “using tax
payers as well as the government
as hostages”. Samwu, together with
union Imatu, together represent
Although roomers exist that the approximately 237 000 municipal
strike will not go ahead as planned, of¿cials.
SAMWU leaders who recently
gathered, said that they will not They demand an 18%- or R2 000give in, as reiterated by Mr. Walter increase for the period of 2011Theledi, National Deputy Secretary. 2012.

