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Father & Son burn to ashes –
Vehicle dragged by Ratel

Rustenburg – Mr. Andre van
Rooyen and his son, also
named Andre van Rooyen,
were burnt to ashes when
their vehicle was forced into
the path of a convoy of army
Ratels. The accident occurred
around 4h30pm on Tuesday
(31 May 2011) close to
Rainbow Chickens.
Spokesperson
for
the
department Public Safety,
Lesiba Kgwele said that
just behind the well-known
‘Tant Dollie se Plaas’, a
Renault that was driving
direction Rustenburg towards
Buffelspoort
hit a Nissan
Sentra that was standing still,
indicating to turn right, from
behind. The impact forced
the Sentra into the path of
an oncoming Ratel that was
part of a convoy of 4 army
vehicles. The vehicle of the
van Rooyens was dragged for
over 50 metres before it came
to a standstill. It is believed
that fuel leaking from the
Nissan, crushed by the Ratel,
was set alight by the sparks as
the Nissan was dragged along
by the army vehicle.
The Ratel also caught ¿re.
The driver and a passenger
in the Renault only sustained
minor injuries and was taken
to Netcare Ferncrest and
Peglarae hospitals. No one
from the army vehicles was
injured. Spokesperson Lesiba
Kgwele said speed and failure
to observe a safe following
distance could have been
the cause of the accident.
The police are investigating
cases of culpable homicide
and reckless driving. North
West MEC for public safety,
Desbo Mohono, conveyed her
condolences to the family of
the van Rooyens who lost their
loved ones in the accident.
Mohono also appealed to
motorists to observe safe
following distances and to
drive with caution, particularly
during rush hour traf¿c.

