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Why aeroplanes are recycled…
Most people are probably aware that gold demand is
mostly for jewellery. In fact, over three quarters of it
is. However – according to Dillon Gage Metals – most
people are not aware that gold, silver and platinum
are also employed in aeronautics and space travel.
Did you know that in the last plane ride you took, the
FUDIWZDVPRVWOLNHO\FRDWHGZLWKDWKLQJROG¿OPWKDW
helped control temperatures during the trip?

“Precious metals are used in airplanes,
especially in engines, and when a
plane is scrapped, the metals are
recovered for their value and recycled,”
says Terry Hanlon, president of Dillon
Gage Metals in Dallas.
Gold is useful as a conductor and
lubricator, he adds. Up to 80% of an
airplane can be recycled, and precious
metals can provide half of a plane’s
recycling value. When engines are
scrapped or rebuilt, between US$6
000 and US$18 000 worth of precious
metals can be recovered through
leaching and radioactive processes.
That is not small change considering
that gold prices climbed this year, and
lots of planes are scrapped in periods
of economic weakness and when new
models are built.
Gold reached an all-time high of
US$1895 an ounce in August after
silver rallied to a lofty $48.70 an ounce
in April. Planes were scrapped after
the 9/11 disaster because air travel
suddenly dropped. Only the newest and
PRVWHI¿FLHQWDLUFUDIWLQWKHJUDYH\DUGV
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U.S. Defence Logistics Agency, gold
is used in aeronautical circuitry for
relays, transistors, diodes and contact
points, while silver is employed in
electronic parts and welding and
brazing wire. On the other hand, the
Platinum family metals are utilized in
aircraft spark plugs and electronics.
Gold is a dependable conductor and
connector in aeronautical circuitry. The
yellow metal helps plane parts hold
up well, reducing maintenance and
UHSDLU FRVWV 7KLQ ¿OPV RI LW EHWZHHQ
moving parts serve as lubricants. And
EHFDXVH RI JROG¶V UHÀHFWLYH TXDOLWLHV
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infrared radiation and stabilize
temperatures on board. Otherwise,
those dark-looking parts of an aircraft
would absorb a tremendous amount
of heat. Interestingly, Gold is also
used in space suits. A thin coating is
applied to suits worn by astronauts
to protect them from radiation and
GHÀHFW EXUQLQJ VXQOLJKW %HFDXVH
gold is expensive, it’s only used when
cheaper substitutes will not do.
%XW±ZKHQRQHFRQVLGHUVWKHQXPEHU
of lives at risk in air and space travel
and the billions of dollars spent on it –
precious metals are worth it!

