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2nd Brick-Bridge-Bum attack Rustenburg teenager’s
Rustenburg ± 7KLV ZHHN VRFLDO PHGLD ÀRRGHG ZLWK
posts of a young woman of the city attacked by a ‘bum’
standing next to the road on the N4 on-ramp onto the
R24. Yet a second attack of the same modus operandi
has been reported to the Platinum Weekly newspaper,
a mere three days later. We were informed that this
man was arrested on Thursday afternoon, 19 January.
In the 1st reported case, Eloise Bothma was on her
way to Hyundai at the mall, when she stopped at the
UHG WUDI¿F OLJKW RQ WKH RQUDPS IURP WKH 1 OLQNLQJ
to the R24, on Monday afternoon at approximately
12h20, 16 January 2017. She was alone in the car.
A man was standing close to her window at the time,
indicating with his hands that he wanted food to eat.
She gestured back that she had no money or food to
give. The man walked past her vehicle, a white Honda
Jazz.
Moments later a brick smashed through her window –
and without hesitation she sped off. “I was so scared
and shocked to the bone, that I immediately wanted to
get away from the danger. So sped off and only came
to a standstill at the garage at the mall,” Eloise told the
Platinum Weekly newspaper in an interview. “He was
dressed in a black long-sleeve top, blue overall pants
and he had a dreadlocks hairstyle.”
According to eyewitnesses on scene, they spotted the
same man running towards the KFC closeby, but lost
sight of him.
The Police are investigating.
A second incident of exactly the same nature, on the
same road, was reported to the Platinum Weekly three
days later. A young woman, Marina van Vuuren (32)
on her way to the Waterfall Mall, was also windowsmashed when she was approached by a beggar next
to the road. This incident occurred on Wednesday, 18
January 2017, in broad-daylight at about 12h45.
Her smash-and-grab window prevented glass from

shattering into the car. Wanting to confront the man,
she stopped in the middle of the road and jumped out.
She took out her cell phone to summon assistance,
and to make sure she would be able to identify the
man later.
He suddenly jumped onto the back of a passing truck.
Marina reacted immediately and gave chase, but when
the perpetrator jumped from the truck a few hundred
meters later, she lost track of him.
It is unclear whether the suspect is an actual beggar or
just pretending in order to get close to vehicles.
Nonetheless, be vigilant and be warned. Keep a safe
distance between yourself and the vehicle in front of
you, to ensure you have enough space to manoeuvre
if needed. Eloise and Marina would like to take this
opportunity to thank the Police for their swift response
and arrest of the perpetrator.

Eloise, rattled, pulled over at the garage at the
mall, moments after she was attacked by a
‘beggar’ next to the road.

N4 claims a Life
Rustenburg – A three-vehicle pile-up accident on the
N4 highway on Sunday evening, 14 January 2017, resulted in the death of a man, Captain Elsabé Augoustides, police spokesperson, reported.
Gustav Olivier (21), his wife Chane Olivier (19) and
their 4-month old infant Kaylee, were returning to Randfontein after they dropped off Jacoba Taljaard (Kaylee’s
grandmother) in Rustenburg. On their way back, underneath the Kruger Street bridge over the N4, their vehicle’s tyre burst and the driver reportedly lost control of
his Isuzu Trooper V6 at approximately 18h45.
Baby Kaylee was strapped into her baby chair and
fortunately sustained no injuries. Jeandre Taljaard (17
years of age, from a smallholding in Boshoek), also a
passenger in the Trooper, sustained no injuries and addressed the Police on scene. The driver, Gustav Olivier
sustained injuries.
The driver of a grey Audi on his way to Botswana, and
carrying passengers, tried to avoid the accident but to
no avail. His vehicle overturned and crashed into the

embankment next to the N4. One of the passengers,
a Botswana citizen, Mr Maphepa Saviour Terry (36),
sadly died due to injuries sustained.
A third vehicle, a white Isuzu double cab, was also involved in the accident, but Mr Kimberley Leepile managed to swerve out, preventing serious injuries and
damage. A child passenger was hospitalised but sustained only minor injuries.
Numerous injuries were reported and the victims were
transported to the Brits Provincial Hospital, the Rustenburg Medicare as well as the Tlhabane Clinic.
A culpable homicide case has been registered.
According to an eye witness on scene, seconds after
the crash, a minibus taxi pulled over. One of the pasVHQJHUVVKRZHGRQFRPLQJWUDI¿FWRWDNHKHHGDQGDQother assisted the mother and her 4-month old baby to
get out of their wrecked vehicle.
We extend our heartfelt condolences to the family and
friends of the deceased.

narrow escape

Rustenburg – A 15-year old teenager of the city has been swept away
by raging water of the canal in the viFLQLW\RI7OKDEDQH:HVWGXULQJÀDVK
ÀRRGVRQ6DWXUGD\-DQXDU\
Captain Elsabé Augoustides, police
spokesperson reported. His friend
braved the water and managed to
alert the Department of Public Safety.
7KH VZLIW DFWLRQ RI WKH RI¿FLDOV ZKR
immediately summoned assistance
from the K9 SAPS Unit, rescue personnel from the Fire Brigade as well

as Disaster Management, were instrumental in saving the teenager’s
life. He was washed downstream
past the Ferncrest Hospital, as far as
the Rustenburg golf course.
“Eventually, near the taxi rank in
Foord Street, the young teenager
managed to hold on to a pole which
was extended to him, and was pulled
from the raging water,” Captain Augoustides said in an interview with
the Platinum Weekly newspaper.

Rescue personnel, members of the Disaster Management, Public
Safety and the K9 Unit of the Rustenburg Police was deployed at the
scene. The exhausted and traumatized teenager was transported to the
Tlhabane Clinic.

SAPS clamp down
on local grocer
Rustenburg – A joint operation
on Tuesday, 17 January 2017, between the SAPS Highway Patrol,
the Department of Immigration and
Labour and the Police resulted in
numerous arrests, Captain Elsabé
Augoustides, police spokesperson,
reported.
They clamped down on a local grocer after information was received
of undocumented persons being
employed at the grocer.
The management cooperated and
agreed that credentials be checked.

A total of 49 workers were brought
EHIRUH+RPH$IIDLUVIRUYHUL¿FDWLRQ
of passports and working permits.
Of the 49, 10 were found to be authentic.
“Nineteen (19) females and twenty
(20) males were arrested,” Captain
$XJRXVWLGHVFRQ¿UPHG
One of the females is expecting
– the authorities are still deciding
whether she must be deported.
The arrested individuals hail from
Zimbabwe, Nigeria and Malawi.
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Rockfall fatality at
Rustenburg’s Impala
20 Shaft

Rustenburg – A rockfall incident at Impala
Platinum’s 20 shaft,
in Rustenburg, on
Wednesday, 18 January 2017, claimed the

life of one mineworker
and injured another.
“Our deepest sympathies go out to the
Mpengesi family and
friends,” Nelson Ndlala, executive head of
the Rustenburg Operations, said.
Mr Zolile Mpengesi
was struck by a rock
which dislodged from
the sidewalk at the
tip area of 23012 on
23 level. It is reported
that Mpengesi was
busy barring the sidewall when the rock
dislodged. He sustained crush injuries

to the pelvis, lumbar
spine and lower abdomen.
Mpengesi, originally
from
the
Eastern
Cape, was 44-years
old and has been
working at Impala as
a miner for the past
¿YH \HDUV +LV IDPLO\
resides in Meriteng,
Rustenburg. He is
survived by his wife
Nosiphe and three
children.
We extend our heartfelt condolences to
the family, friends and
colleagues of Zolile
Mpengesi.

