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Rustenburg — Gareth Roberts (23) died a  bakkie — with a man, his wife and child still inside.
hero. He paid the ultimate price when he laid  Without hesitation Gareth decided to risk his life for
down his life to save the life of a stranger. the family. He rushed over to help and was shot twice
“On Sunday, 28 January at about 10h00, in the chest. Thanks to his sacrifice, the family that was
Incredible Connection in the Waterfall Mall hijacked, escaped unharmed.
was robbed at gunpoint,” says captain Elsabé His mother witnessed the entire tragedy.
Augoustides, police spokesperson. The six  Gareth died later that day in hospital.
suspects held the manager at gunpoint and  The hijacked bakkie was later discovered in the Olympia
stole 60-70 cell phones and smart devices Park area. “Cases of murder, hijacking and armed
including laptops and tablets. robbery have been opened and no arrests have been
They fled the scene, three in a getaway vehicle  made,” Augoustides confirmed. Investigations continue.
and three on foot. The mall’'s security guards  Social media was ablaze in response to Rustenburg’s
gave chase, and when the three suspects on tragic loss of a hero.
foot reached the intersection opposite McDonald’s  Gareth’s funeral took place on Thursday, 1 February, at
and BP garage at the mall, they decided to hijack  11h00 at the Agapé Church. His remains were laid to rest
a vehicle. in the Heroes’ Acre of the Donkerhoek cemetery.
Gareth and his mother witnessed “He was a dynamic young man with a heart of gold,”
the criminals were about says Naomi Pasino of Staan Saam Rustenburg. “He
to hijack a Nissan ~ '. was always willing to assist and was a big part of
NP200O L. — the Staan Saam Rustenburg-family. He was a
valiant young man. Our prayers are with his
friends and family.”
We extend our sincerest condolences to
Gareth’s family and friends. May his soul
rest in peace.

Representing all of Rustenburg, the executive
mayor of Rustenburg Local Municipality,
councillor Mpho Khunou, paying his respects
at Gareth’s gravesite. Gareth’s remains were
laid to rest in the Heroes’ Acre of the Donkerhoek
cemetery.

. SUNETTE VILJOEN
&' SE REKORD GEBREEK

Chelize Swart aan die Hoérskool Rustenburg breek hul interhuisspiesgooi-rekord van Sunette
Viljoen met ‘n wenafstand van 44.11m tydens Dinsdag, 23 Januarie, se interhuis atletiekbyeenkoms.
Chelize het groot skoene om vol te staan! In 2016 het Sunette ‘n silwer medalje by die Olimpiese
" Spele verower vir spiesgooi, en twee Commonwealth Games goue medaljes in 2006 en 2010.
- Lees meer op bladsy 11.

The late Gareth Roberts
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