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SINCE 1989 

Attie Kirsten
Tel: 014 592 0037

Cell: 082 851 1472
154 A Mbeki Drive,

Rustenburg, 0300

We specialise in the following:
• Cremation service

• Funeral services and policies.

• Obtaining all relevant 
   documentation for funerals and 

   cremations, transportation as well 
   as mortuary facilities.

Martins Rustenburg would like to thank 
all the people who have entrusted us 
to ease the pain of losing a loved one 

during the past 20 years.

We are service providers for:

Email: mf.rust@mweb.co.za
Website: www.martinsfunerals.co.za

Potchefstroom – Die Noordwes-
Universiteit (NWU) gemeenskap 
is diep geraak na die jammerlike 
verdrinking van een van hul studente 
op Sondagmiddag, 15 April, teen 
15h00 op die Potchefstroomkampus. 
Die 34-jarige student was by die 
universiteit se swembad saam met 
‘n vriend. Die voorval was nie deel 
van enige formele studente- of 
universiteitsaktiwiteit nie.
Volgens die vriend was hulle besig 
om te ontspan toe die ongeluk 
plaasgevind het. Die vriend het vertel 
dat die oorledene by die diepkant van 
die swembad ingespring het. Hy het 
kort hierna besef dat iets verkeerd is 
en het alarm gemaak toe die student 
nie uit die water gekom het nie. 
Die universiteit het verneem dat ‘n 
medestudent in die water gespring 

het en hom uitgehaal het. Paramedici 
is na die toneel ontbied en het KPR 
toegepas. Hy is in ’’n kritieke toestand 
in die hospitaal opgeneem waar hy 
later die aand oorlede is.
Almal wat tydens die ongeluk daar 
was het traumaberading ontvang deur 
opgeleide universiteitspersoneel wat 
verantwoordelik is vir ondersteuning 
tydens sielkundige, trauma- en 
emosioneel verwante noodgevalle. 
Dieselfde ondersteuning is ook 
aan die onmiddellike familie van 
die oorledene gegee. Hulle het die 
kampus besoek.

geregtelike doodsondersoek. Die 
familie en vriende van die oorledene 
is in ons gedagtes gedurende die 
moeilike tyd.
NWU vrystelling 

NWU student sterf
Brits – Pre-sentencing proceedings in the murder case 
of the then 3-year old Poppie van der Merwe shocked the 
country> The case has recently been postponed in the 
North Gauteng High Court to 24 May. The postponement 
of the case follows the rejection of the pre-sentencing 
report handed in court on Wednesday by the defense 
of Louisa Koekemoer, the biological mother of Poppie.
The compiler of the report who wished to remain 
anonymous declined to present it to Judge Bam. Judge 
Bam ruled that another report be compiled and handed 
to Koekemoer’s defense prior to the commencement of 
pre-sentencing at the next court date.
Murder accused Kobus Koekemoer, stepfather to 
Poppie and her biological mother Louisa Koekemoer, 
were arrested in connection with the girl’s tragic death 
in Brits last year. Poppie died on the way to a hospital in 
the area as a result of her injuries. 
The murder of Poppie is one of the most shocking cases 
involving the abuse and killing of children in South Africa. 

SHOCKING CASE OF  
POPPIE POSTPONED

Poppie van der Merwe
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