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WARNING TO HIKERS
Rustenburg – Rustenburg is nestled at the foothills 
of the Magaliesburg mountains. It is only natural for 
hikers and outdoor enthusiasts to try and make the 
most of this breath-taking scenery… However, take 
heed for your  own safety. 
“Hikers should avoid hiking alone and always carry 
a charged cell phone in case of emergency,” said 
police spokesperson captain Elsabé Augoustides 
in an interview with Platinum Weekly on 12 August. 
“It is imperative that a loved one always knows 

time, they must be able to sound the alarm,” said 

captain Augoustides. 
Knowing the location of a hiker is a must – just

themselves in situations where worried families 
want them to search “the mountains”. A general 
location can make all the difference. 
Also, many community members pray at certain
parts on the mountain – please do so in numbers 
for safety sake. 
When hiking always carry water and wear 
sunscreen! 

Rustenburg 

DYSFUNCTIONAL NW HEALTH DEPARTMENT FACES
R4 BILLION IN MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CLAIMS

FATALITY AT IMPALATHE HITCHHIKERS GUIDE 
TO SOUTH AFRICA! 

North West - The Democratic Alliance (DA) in the North West will write to the MEC for Health, Madoda 
Sambatha, requesting that he conducts an in-depth review of the Province’s public health system and 
establish a turn-around strategy to address the escalating operational challenges that the Department 
faces.
This follows revelations that the dysfunctional North West Department of Health faces medical 
malpractice claims amounting to R4 billion, with an additional 500 cases currently under investigation.
The number of medical malpractice cases in North West increased from a mere 53 in 2016 to a 
staggering 500 cases in 2019. This is a clear indication that the North West public health system has 
effectively collapsed and that the ANC is totally incapable of improving the situation.
North West public hospitals and clinics are severely understaffed and under-resourced, patients are 

shortages are common.
The current state of affairs in the North West Health Department is a direct result of years of ANC 

mismanagement through deals such as the Gupta-linked Mediosa company which was paid more than 
R30 million without rendering any services.

reduce waiting time. In the DA-governed Western Cape we also have the highest doctor-per-resident 
ratio in the country to ensure that every patient receives quality health services. Public hospitals in the 
Western Cape continue to offer private-sector quality health care to all those who need it, under DA 
governance.
The DA has remarkably improved the quality of public health services in the Western Cape since 

action, informed by our experience in government, in the North West Provincial Legislature, detailing 
key interventions necessary to improve the public health system here.
The DA will do whatever it can, making use of all legislative mechanisms available to us, to work 
towards improving the health system in the province.
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Rustenburg – One mine worker lost his life and another was injured on Tuesday 6 August 
at Impala Rustenburg number 1 shaft. 

accident in which two underground locomotives collided as the reason for the fatality. 
Johan said the collision occurred as one of the locomotives was on the way to collect a load
of ore. 
“The other locomotive, which was going in the opposite direction, failed to stop.” he said. 
An investigation is underway. 
We extend our sincerest condolences to the family, friends and colleagues of the deceased.

Panic!
Rustenburg – It might be safe to hitchhike in the 
rest of the galaxy but in South Africa its not an 
option.
Don’t even think about it because it’s highly likely 
that you’ll become a victim of crime.  
In an interview with Platinum Weekly on 13 
August, police spokesperson captain Elsabé 

“You can never be sure about the driver’s 
intentions. Rather be safe and do not hitchhike. In 

the same breath, don’t pick up strangers – it could 
be equally unsafe.
Know your destination and the routes to it. Be 
alert if you get lost. Never ever pick up hitchhikers 
as most criminals pose as hitchhikers only to 
hijack, rob, hurt and even kill you.
“We would like to warn people, especially women 
not to hitchhike as this is extremely dangerous. 
You do not know the person giving you a lift and 
by accepting a lift, you are placing your life in 
danger,” captain Elsabé added. 


