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Aloe peglerae

Young learners at Kgaswane Nature 
Reserve rolled up their sleeves, 

making a real and lasting impact on 
conservation efforts.

mountains
Vanishing from our

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – A plant found almost nowhere 
else on Earth is quietly disappearing — right here in our own mountains. The 
Aloe peglerae, largely restricted to the Magaliesberg region, has already 
declined by 43% in just 10 years, with fears of far greater losses ahead.
Its biggest threat? Illegal removal from the wild. But there is hope. At Kgaswane 

Nature Reserve, young learners, students and conservationists are stepping 
in – quite literally – replanting this critically endangered species back into its 
natural habitat. Did you know? Protecting it here means protecting it globally. 

Read more on page 4.

WHEN THE 
LIGHTS 
GO OUT…
Are we now 
expected to 
protect our own 
power?
Platinum Weekly newspaper | 
Rustenburg – Power outages in 
Rustenburg are no longer just about 
ageing infrastructure… vandalism 
is taking centre stage. Repeated 
copper theft and targeted attacks on 
substations are leaving businesses and 
residents in the dark. 

For struggling SMMEs, the impact is 
devastating. As the situation worsens, 
a critical question emerges: who is 
responsible for protecting essential 
infrastructure?

Read more on page 3.
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Buy / Sell 

Anything on 
wheels.

SHOT IN HIS OWN HOME
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Swift 
police action has led to the arrest of two suspects 
linked to a violent house robbery and attempted 
murder in Serutube, Phokeng, while a third suspect 
remains at large. According to North West police 
spokesperson captain Majang Skalkie, the incident 
occurred on Friday 10 April 2026 at approximately 
19:45. Three unknown men, wearing gloves 
and balaclavas, allegedly forced their way into a 
residence where two victims were inside at the time.
One of the suspects, reportedly armed with a firearm, 
allegedly shot one of the victims in the hip before 
the suspects robbed the occupants of personal 
belongings, including a cellphone, a Samsung 
television, and cash.
Following a coordinated police response, supported 
by community members and rapid investigative 
work, two male suspects were apprehended on the 
same evening. Police also recovered the firearm 
believed to have been used in the attack, along with 
a cellphone belonging to one of the victims.
In a separate development, one of the suspects, 
aged 35, was allegedly assaulted by members of the 

community. He was taken to hospital for treatment but 
later succumbed to his injuries on Tuesday, 14 April 
2026. Police have since launched an investigation 
into the circumstances surrounding his death.
The second suspect, Phillemon Ngwenya (23), 
appeared before the Phokeng Magistrates’ Court 
on Monday 13 April 2026, facing charges of house 
robbery and attempted murder. He remains in 
custody and is expected to appear in court again 
on Tuesday 26 May 2026. Meanwhile, police have 
intensified efforts to locate the third suspect who 
managed to evade arrest.
Acting North West provincial commissioner, major 
general (Dr) Ryno Nadioo, commended the officers 
and detectives involved for their swift response and 
dedication. He also urged community members not 
to take the law into their own hands.
Anyone with information that could assist in the 
arrest of the outstanding suspect is urged to contact 
investigating officer detective constable Letlhaku 
Leseyane on 067 615 2111 or the Crime Stop 
number on 08600 10111. All information will be 
treated confidentially.

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Chantel 
Smook de Beer 
(50), oorlede op 27 
April 2026. Haar 
begrafnisdiens 
besonderhede sal 
later bekendgemaak 
word.  

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Louis 
Venter, oorlede op 
25 April 2026 – vyf 
dae voor sy 74ste 
verjaarsdag. Sy 
troosdiens vind 
op Donderdag 30 
April 2026 plaas 
om 10:00 vanuit 
die Gereformeerde 
Kerk, Rustenburg-
Wes, Klopperstraat 
260, Proteapark.   

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Die verassingsdiens 
van wyle Hester 
Knoppersen (86), 
oorlede op 20 
April 2026, vind 
op Donderdag 30 
April 2026 plaas om 
11:00 vanuit die Ou 
Apostoliese Kerk, 
Mooinooi. 

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Marie 
Jansen van Vuuren 
(57), oorlede op 
23 Maart 2026. 
Haar troosdiens 
sal op Vrydag 1 
Mei 2026 plaasvind 
om 11:00 vanuit 
die Presbyterian 
Church, h/v 
Raasblaar en 
Acacialaan, 
Rustenburg. 

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Martie 
Prinsloo (59), 
oorlede op 23 
April 2026. Haar 
verassing sal privaat 
geskied.  

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Albert 
Coetzer (64), 
oorlede op 24 April 
2026. Ons vier sy 
lewe op Woensdag 
29 April 2026 om 
11:00 vanuit Every 
Nation Kruislig, 
R24 Waterkloof, 
Rustenburg.  

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste. 

Placing an 
obituary 

Announcing the death of a family member 
is a time-honoured tradition as life should 

be celebrated and never forgotten. 
To help you to celebrate the life of your 
loved one and share details about the 
upcoming funeral, place an obituary in 
our newspaper, free of charge. You can 
include the date of death, details about 
their life and surviving family members. 
You can also write a special message, 
a poem or a prayer. Please  include a 

photo and the date, time and place of the 
memorial service. 

If you would like to place an obituary in 
Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder, 
send the information via WhatsApp to 

072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.
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Are we now expected to protect 
our own power?

Rustenburg’s new Ikateleng centre 
OPENS PATHWAYS TO MINING AND ENGINEERING CAREERS

WHEN THE LIGHTS GO OUT…

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – 
While power outages in and around Rustenburg 
are often blamed on ageing infrastructure and 
delays in repairs, there is a growing and far more 
troubling reality that cannot be ignored: deliberate 
vandalism of critical electrical infrastructure.
Yes, the system is under pressure. Yes, there 
are backlogs, shortages of materials, and 
ageing networks that struggle to keep up. But 
increasingly, residents and businesses are being 
left in the dark not because something broke – but 
because something was stolen.
Substations, cables, and key components 
are being targeted, stripped, and damaged – 
often repeatedly. What makes this even more 
concerning is that these are not isolated incidents. 
The scale and coordination point towards 
organised criminal activity.
This is not new. In previous years, substations 
along the N4 towards Brits were vandalised so 
severely and so frequently that armed security 
had to be deployed. In some cases, criminals 
reportedly returned to the same sites multiple 
times – even carrying firearms. 
The impact goes far beyond inconvenience. 
For residents, it means days without power. 
For businesses, especially small and medium 
enterprises (SMMEs), it is something far more 
serious. In a town already battling unreliable 
water supply, deteriorating roads, and rising 
operational costs, electricity is not a luxury – it is 
the backbone of survival. Every outage means 
lost income. Spoiled stock. Halted production. 
Employees sent home. Customers turned away. 
And yet, businesses are still expected to meet 
their obligations — rent, salaries, and taxes — 
even when they are unable to operate.
The continued vandalism of infrastructure is not 
just a municipal issue — it is an economic threat. 
It erodes confidence, discourages investment, 
and places already vulnerable businesses 

under even greater strain. But perhaps the 
most uncomfortable question is this: Are we 
reaching a point where communities 
and businesses must start protecting 
essential infrastructure themselves?
South Africa already has one of the largest private 
security industries in the world — a reality shaped 
by necessity. Across the country, private security 
is increasingly stepping in where public systems 
are stretched. In some areas, communities 
are already funding additional protection — for 
neighbourhoods, for businesses, even for basic 
services.
But what does it mean if that responsibility begins 
to extend to something as critical as electricity 
infrastructure?
And with every outage, the question 
grows louder: Who is responsible for 
keeping the lights on — and at what 
cost? 

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – A sense of excitement and purpose filled the air 
on Saturday morning, 7 March 2026, as learners, parents and educators gathered at HF Tlou 
Secondary School in Tlhabane. What seemed like a busy school day quickly revealed itself to be 
something far more meaningful – the beginning of new futures.
The North-West University (NWU) officially launched its newest Ikateleng centre, marking a major 
step in strengthening education pathways in the Bojanala Platinum District. The centre, hosted at 
HF Tlou Secondary School, becomes the second of its kind in the region, alongside the existing 
facility in Mooinooi.
The Ikateleng programme – a long-standing community initiative running for nearly four decades – 
focuses on improving Mathematics and Science education in rural and township schools. Through 
extra classes, mentorship and academic support, the programme equips learners with the tools 
needed to access higher education opportunities. “Ikateleng,” a Setswana word meaning “empower 
yourself,” perfectly captures the spirit of the initiative. 
On the day of the launch, 220 Grade 10 to 12 learners, identified in partnership with the Department 
of Education, registered for the programme. Over the course of 21 Saturdays this year, they will 
return to sharpen their skills in critical STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics).

But the vision goes far beyond 
improved marks. The initiative 
forms part of a broader strategy 
by NWU to develop a strong 
pipeline of future professionals 
for the mining and engineering 
sectors. Plans are already 
underway to establish a School 
of Mines and Mining Engineering 
in the Rustenburg region, a move 
that aligns directly with the area’s 
position at the heart of South 
Africa’s platinum belt.

This future-focused institution will concentrate on critical minerals, smart mining technologies 
and sustainable practices, while strengthening collaboration with industry and research partners. 
Importantly, it aims to produce graduates who are not only skilled, but also ready to lead innovation 
in a rapidly evolving sector.
The Ikateleng centres in Rustenburg and Mooinooi are key building blocks in this vision. By 
supporting local learners early on, the programme ensures that more young people from mining 
communities meet the academic requirements needed to pursue careers in engineering and mining.
Jean-Marc Stidworthy, director of marketing and student recruitment at NWU, captured the 
significance of the moment: “Today we are not simply opening a centre – we are opening a pathway 
of opportunity. Real success will depend on learners who commit, teachers who guide, parents who 
support, and communities who take ownership.”
With initiatives like Ikateleng gaining momentum, Rustenburg’s young people are not just dreaming 
about the future of mining and engineering — they are actively preparing to lead it.

The Donkerhoek Substation’s 
Transformer B stripped of copper in yet 
another act of infrastructure vandalism.
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INVITATION FOR 
PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS 
RUSTENBURG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY | 29 April 2026

RUSTENBURG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, 
MISSIONARY MPHENI HOUSE, P.O BOX 16, RUSTENBURG, 0300 

1.  Bidders must submit both a hard copy document and an electronic 
tender document in the form of a clearly marked USB. (Bidders 
will be disqualified for not submitting a USB with scanned bid 
documentation)

2.  Bid documents must be in a sealed packaging clearly marked with 
the bid number and description, must be placed in the bid box in 
the foyer of the Municipal offices, Missionary Mpheni House, Beyers 
Naude Drive, Rustenburg not later than the prescribed closing date, 
where after the bids will be opened in public at the Municipal offices.

3.  All bids will be evaluated in accordance with the Supply Chain Policy 
of the Rustenburg Local Municipality, PPPFA 2022 and other related 
legislations. Bids will remain valid for 90 days.

4.  The lowest or any bid will not be necessarily accepted, and the 
municipality reserves the right to accept the whole or part of any 
bid. The municipality reserves the right to increase or decrease 
quantities as indicated in the technical specifications. A market 
analysis conducted will be taken into consideration to ensure right 
procurement and quality service delivery.

5.  Tender submission must comply with the instruction note (Tender 
Completion and Attachment of Mandatory Documents) as well as all 
other additional tendering condition and requirements stated in the 
tender document.

6.  Objections or complaints must be submitted in writing to the 
Municipal Manager at the address stated, and must contain 
the following: 
(a) reasons and/or grounds for the objection or complaint. 
(b)  the way in which the objector or complainant’s rights have been 
affected; and 
(c) the remedy sought by the objector or complainant

7.  Any objection or complaint must reach the Municipal Manager with 
a 14-day period after award has been made. Late objections or 
complaints will not be entertained.

8.  Submissions which fail to adhere to all the requirements and 
instructions stated on this advert, E-tender advert, CIDB Website 
for CIDB tenders as well as the tender document will lead to 
disqualification.

9. Should there be any contradictions between the information on 
this advert and the information in the tender document, then the 
information on this advert will take precedence.

10. Rustenburg Local Municipality will not accept late bids.
11. The bid price validity is 90 days.
12. Rustenburg Local Municipality will not accept documents which 

are not in envelopes and clearly marked with the bid number and 
description.

ERRATUM
BID NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION REASON FOR ERRATUM CLOSING DATE AND TIME

RLM/DTIS/0120/2025/26 - Appointment of a contractor 
to perform switchgear and protection testing and 
maintenance at various substations and electrical 
network as and when required for a period of 3 years

To extend the date of the briefing session as follows:
DATE: 13 May 2026

VENUE: Rustenburg Local Municipality Offices 
TIME: 09:00

DATE: 08 June 2026
TIME: 08:30

RLM/DTIS/0121/2025/26 - Appointment of a contractor 
to perform maintenance of power transformers at 
various substations as and when required for a 
period of  3 years 

To extend the date of the briefing session as follows:
DATE: 14 May 2026

VENUE: Rustenburg Local Municipality Offices  
TIME: 09:00

DATE: 09 June 2026
TIME: 08:30

Adv. A. Khuduge 
Municipal Manager

ALOE PEGLERAE

Budget cuts put Rustenburg’s 
RRT future at risk

From left: Emelang Malefo (Kgaswane Nature Reserve manager), Arnold Frisby (curator and 
lecturer, University of Pretoria), and Tshifiwa Malise (North West Parks Board).

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg 
– A plant found almost nowhere else on 
Earth is quietly disappearing from the wild — 
but at the Kgaswane Nature Reserve, efforts 
are underway to turn the tide.
The Aloe peglerae, a species found only in 
the quartzite ridges of the North West and 
Gauteng, is officially classified as critically 
endangered. According to South Africa’s 
SANBI Red List, its population has already 
declined by 43% over the past decade, with 
projections suggesting losses of over 80% in 
future generations if current trends continue.
One of the biggest drivers of this decline 
is illegal collection. These striking aloes 
are often removed from the wild for 
ornamental gardens or private use — a 
practice that strips entire populations from 
the mountainside. Unlike common garden 
plants, Aloe peglerae grows slowly and 
depends on very specific environmental 

conditions. Once removed, it does not easily 
recover, and the surrounding ecosystem — 
including insects and other species that rely 
on it — is also affected.
Although it naturally occurs in the 
Magaliesberg biosphere, including areas 
around Rustenburg, many local populations 
have already been severely reduced or 
completely lost due to this ongoing pressure.
In response, learners from Kitsong Schools 
of the Royal Bafokeng, together with 
education students from the Akanyang 
Centre for Teaching (ACT), in February 2026 
joined researchers and conservationists in a 
hands-on restoration initiative at Kgaswane. 
Working alongside experts — including Dr 
Cathy Dzerefos — they helped replant Aloe 
peglerae back into its natural habitat.
In a region where this species exists 
naturally — and almost nowhere else in the 
world — its survival depends on local action.

“The Kgaswane Mountain Reserve is the 
jewel of the North West Province. Seeing 

a critically endangered plant restored to its 
natural habitat gives me hope that wisdom 

and goodness can prevail.”
Dr Cathy Dzerefos, Tshwane University 
of Technology lecturer and researcher

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – The future of the 
Rustenburg Rapid Transport (RRT) system, once hailed as a 
transformative step for public transport, now hangs in the balance as 
proposed national budget cuts threaten to stall or even terminate the 
project.
The Rustenburg Taxi Negotiations Forum (TNF), representing nine 
taxi associations involved in the project since 2014, has raised 
serious concerns following indications that funding from the National 
Department of Transport may be reduced. According to the TNF, the 
taxi industry has supported the RRT initiative in good faith for more 
than a decade, aligning with government’s broader vision of integrated 
public transport systems. Through formal agreements with the 
Rustenburg Local Municipality, operators restructured routes and even 
withdrew certain services to accommodate the rollout of the system.
Despite ongoing infrastructure challenges, the project has already 
made a tangible impact. Phases 1A and 1C have been implemented, 
with Phase 1B currently underway. Yet, Phase 2 remains outstanding 
– leaving additional operators in limbo as they await their turn to 
participate.
RRT project phases:

•	 Phase 1A - Operates Tlhabane Rustenburg CBD corridor
•	 Phase 1C - Operates Rustenburg CBD and outer CBD area 

(Waterfall Mall)
•	 Phase 1B - Operates Boitekong and Meriting to Rustenburg CBD 

corridor
•	 Phase 2 - Operates Kanana, Zinniaville and part of Phokeng to 

Rustenburg CBD corridor
Reportedly, the system is already moving an estimated 20,000 
passengers daily, even while key infrastructure such as stations 
remains incomplete. This, the TNF says, proves both the viability of 
the RRT system and the commitment of the taxi industry to making it 
work for the benefit of commuters.
The TNF has described the move as a “unilateral approach” that 
undermines the partnership between government and the taxi 
industry, and risks destabilising years of progress. Public transport in 
Rustenburg relies heavily on collaboration between stakeholders, and 
the taxi industry remains its backbone. 
The TNF warns that decisions taken without meaningful engagement 
could have far-reaching consequences – not only for operators, but 
also for thousands of daily commuters, including vulnerable and 
disabled passengers who depend on accessible transport.

An RRT (Yarona) bus operating in Rustenburg’s CBD, part 
of a system currently transporting thousands of commuters 
daily, despite ongoing infrastructure challenges.

Aloe peglerae in the 
Magaliesberg — a critically 
endangered species now under 
threat from illegal removal. PROTECTING IT HERE MEANS PROTECTING IT GLOBALLY.

Did you know? 
•	 The Aloe peglerae is 

critically endangered in 
South Africa. 

•	 SANBI Red List 
data shows a 43% 
population decline in 
just 10 years. 

•	 It could decline by 
more than 80% in 
future generations if 
threats continue. 

•	 The main threat is 
illegal harvesting 
for ornamental and 
private use. 

A Kitsong School learner carefully 
plants an Aloe peglerae, helping 
restore a species under threat.

Vanishing 
from our 
mountains
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FROM CLASSROOMS 
TO CLEAN STREETS 
Our Ward 
Matters inspires 
change across 
Rustenburg
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg 
– From teaching young minds to transforming 
neighbourhood streets, Our Ward Matters (OWM) 
continues to turn action into visible change across 
Wards 15, 16 and 17.

Led by founder André van Dyk, alongside Ward 17 
councillor Tanya Rothman, the initiative remains 
grounded in a simple truth: real change begins 
when people show up, stay consistent, and lead 
by example.

Learning to lead from a young age
On Thursday, 23 April 2026, the OWM team 
visited Play-Way Learning Centre, where they 
engaged Grade 3 learners in an interactive and 
inspiring session titled “Be a Hero for Nature & 
Your Community.”
Together with EPWP member William Sibanda, 
Van Dyk encouraged learners to take pride in 
their environment through simple daily actions 
like reducing, reusing and recycling. Through 
demonstrations and hands-on participation, the 
message was clear: even the smallest actions 
can make a big difference.
Each learner was challenged with a task – “What 

can YOU do today to help the 
Earth?” – with the promise 
that top participants will be 
rewarded during a follow-up 
visit.
The team expressed sincere 
appreciation to the school, its 
staff, and vice principal Joey 
Stewart for the opportunity, 
as well as for donating refuse 
bags to support future clean-
up efforts.

Rolling up sleeves in 
Dachill
On the same day, attention 
shifted to the Dachill area, 
where Cllr Rothman led 
clean-up operations starting 
in Protea Avenue and 
moving into Dachill Avenue. 
Teams worked tirelessly to 
cut overgrown grass, remove 
illegal dumping, clear debris, 
and restore open spaces 

between homes. Using spades and basic 
tools, they tackled grass encroaching into 
roads and addressed areas where torn refuse 
bags had scattered waste.
This marks the second return to the area — 
a clear sign of OWM’s commitment not just 
to clean, but to maintain and restore spaces 
over time. While significant progress has been 
made, work continues as teams push towards 
Cuckoo Avenue. Residents are encouraged 
to protect and maintain these improvements, 
ensuring the effort translates into lasting 
change. OWM returned to the Dachill area on 
28 April. 

Caring beyond clean-ups
OWM’s impact goes far beyond visible 
clean-ups. Through its Our Ward Cares 
initiative, the organisation is also supporting 
vulnerable families. Following a generous 
donation from the Care Centre, director Ilse 
du Preez is currently sorting and preparing items 
for distribution. Heartfelt thanks were extended 
to Christel Herbst and Marli du Plessis for their 
support – a partnership that continues to uplift 
those in need.

OWM’s efforts continue to go beyond clean-
ups — identifying risks, engaging authorities, 
and mobilising 
community 
support to 
address deeper 
challenges 
affecting safety 
and wellbeing. 
As more 
residents and 
businesses come 
on board, the 
message remains 
clear: real change 
happens when 
communities take 
hands.

WANT TO HELP? 
Contact André (076 057 1669) or Ilse 
(078 258 6620) 
Banking details: Our Ward Matters | FNB | Acc: 
63038972641 | Branch: 258055 | Ref: OWM
Together, we clean. Together, we care. 
Together, Our Ward Matters.

Rapist gets six life sentences 
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – 
The acting provincial commissioner of the South 
African Police Service in North West, major 
general (Dr) Ryno Naidoo, has welcomed the 
sentencing of a 57-year-old man to six life terms 
for rape. The sentence was handed down at the 
Tlhabane Regional Court on Thursday, 23 April 
2026, following a thorough investigation into crimes 
committed between September 2022 and October 
2023. The accused was found guilty of repeatedly 
raping three young girls, aged 11 and 12.
According to police spokesperson sergeant 
Kelebogile Morake, the victims – who are not 
related – were manipulated into unsafe situations 
where they were forced to consume alcohol 
before being assaulted. The abuse came to light 
after the girls bravely disclosed their ordeal to 
their parents.
A case was immediately opened, and the victims 
were taken for medical treatment. Detective 
constable Tshepo Khunou of the Family Violence, 
Child Protection and Sexual Offences (FCS) Unit 
led the investigation and arrested the suspect on 
the same day the matter was reported, Sunday, 15 
October 2023. After several court appearances, 
the accused was sentenced to six life terms – 
two for each victim. He was also declared unfit 
to possess a firearm in terms of the Firearms 
Control Act and his name was entered into the 
National Register for Sexual Offenders.

Investigating 
officer 

detective 
constable 
Constable 

Tshepo 
Khunou.

DON’T PAY 
THAT FINE! 
RTIA warns of 
traffic scam 
Platinum Publishers | SA – South African 
motorists are being urged to stay alert after the 
Road Traffic Infringement Agency (RTIA) issued 
a warning about a surge in fraudulent traffic fine 
notices circulating via email and 
SMS.
These fake notices, often titled 
“Final Demand: Enforcement 
Notice”, claim that unpaid fines 
will result in motorists being 
blocked from renewing their driving 
licences or licence discs. Victims 
are pressured to make immediate 
payments – sometimes as little 
as R400 – using fake reference 
numbers. However, the RTIA has 
made it clear: these messages are 
scams.
Motorists are strongly advised 
not to pay, not to share personal 
information, and to ignore such 

messages entirely. Importantly, the RTIA confirmed 
that electronic servicing of AARTO fines has not 
yet been implemented, meaning any email or SMS 
demanding payment is illegal. The warnings relate 
to the Administrative Adjudication of Road Traffic 
Offences (AARTO) system, which is currently 
only being piloted in Johannesburg and Pretoria. 
National rollout is expected to expand to more 
municipalities from 1 July 2026, with further phases 
continuing into December.
Once fully implemented, AARTO will introduce a 
demerit points system, where drivers accumulate 
points for traffic violations. Motorists can reach 
up to 15 points before facing suspension, with 
repeat offenders risking licence cancellation. On 
a positive note, points will reduce over time with 
good behaviour, encouraging safer driving habits.

I CAN HELP YOU MANAGE 
YOUR PROPERTY

Young learners at Play-Way Learning Centre 
engaged in an interactive “Be a Hero for Nature & 
Your Community” session on Thursday 23 April 2026.

OWM members rolled up their sleeves during a clean-up  
operation in the Dachill area on Thursday 23 April 2026.
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Local teacher makes 
provincial team

Platinum Weekly newspaper | 
Rustenburg – Grenville High School 
is celebrating a proud moment as 
alumni, teacher, and netball 1st team 
coach, Ms Adivhaho Tshivhiahuvhi, 
has been selected as vice-captain of 
the North West Flames.

Her selection forms part of the 
North West squad competing in 
the prestigious Telkom Netball 
Tournament, bringing together the 
country’s top provincial talent in 
a fast-paced, highly competitive 
showcase of South African netball.

Springbok-ere vir Hendré
Platinum Weekly koerant | Rustenburg – Laerskool Proteapark is trots op een van hul eie, Hendré 
Oosthuizen, wat vereer is met die gesogte Springboktoekenning vir Landsdiens 2026.

Die Springboktoekenning 
is die hoogste 
erkenning binne die 
Landsdiensbeweging 
in Suid-Afrika – ’n 
jeugorganisasie wat fokus 
op gemeenskapsdiens, 
leierskap en karakterbou. 
Die toekenning word 
slegs aan leerders 
oorhandig wat uitstaande 
toewyding, diensbaarheid 
en deursettingsvermoë 
toon. Hendré dra die 
skool se naam met trots 
uit deur die waardes wat 
hy daagliks uitleef. Sy 
opregte omgee vir ander 
en sy betrokkenheid in die 
gemeenskap maak hom nie 
net ’n rolmodel nie, maar 
ook ’n inspirasie vir mede-
leerders.

Warona and Obonagetse 
shine on court
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Kloof View Primary 
School is celebrating 
a proud sporting 
achievement after 
two of its learners, 
Warona Rammekwa 
and Obonagetse 
Ngwasheng, were 
selected for the North 
West Netball Team 
following recent 
provincial trials held.
The selection 
process forms part 
of the province’s 
competitive netball 
pathway, where 
talented young 
players are identified 
through structured 
trials to represent 
North West at 
inter-provincial level 
– an exciting and 
high-energy platform 
that showcases 
the region’s best 
emerging talent.

CPS ordered to 
repay R81.3 million 
to SASSA
Platinum Publishers | SA – The Public Servants Association (PSA) 
welcomes the Constitutional Court judgement ordering Cash Paymaster 
Services (CPS) to repay the South African Social Security Agency (SASSA), 
which will return funds that were allegedly unlawfully taken from the public 
purse.
CPS was awarded a contract in 2014. The contract was deemed unlawful 
by the Constitutional Court, and the CPS made a profit exceeding R81 
million. This is a serious issue that typically falls under the umbrella of 
procurement irregularities. When a public entity such as SASSA is found to 
have bypassed mandatory protocols to award a contract, it undermines the 
principles of fairness, equity, and transparency that the public procurement 
process.
Whilst the PSA welcomes the Constitutional Court judgement for the 
repayment, a lack of proper vetting and screening of service providers for 
public entities such as SASSA remains a serious concern. SASSA’s failure 
to conduct proper due diligence regarding CPS such as financial stability, 
technical capacity or compliance with tax laws, is questionable. The PSA 
further urges SASSA to employ multi-layered systems and accountable 
oversight to enhance current processes.
PSA press release extracts, 23 April 2026

FORM JJJ | LOST OR DESTROYED DEED
Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulation 68 of the Deeds 
Registries Act, 1937, of the intention to apply for the issue of a 
certified copy of DEED OF TRANSFER T91307/2016 passed 
by HANMAR 2001 VERVOER BK, Registration Number 
2005/171079/23, IN FAVOUR of The Trustees for the time being 
of CMN TRUST, Registration Number IT3375/2011(T), in respect of 
ERF 1840 in the town CASHAN EXTENSION 19, REGISTRATION 
DIVISION J.Q., PROVINCE NORTH WEST, MEASURING 524 
(FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY FOUR) Square metres, which 
has been lost or destroyed.
All interested persons having objection to the issue of such copy 
are hereby required to lodge the same in writing with the Registrar 
of Deeds at PRETORIA, LILIAN NGOYI STREET, BEREA PARK 
PRETORIA, 0002 within two weeks from the date of the publication 
of this notice.
Dated at RUSTENBURG this 24th day of April 2026  
Applicant | DU PLESSIS & VAN DER WESTHUIZEN INC 
| Address: 2 EDAM AVENUE, WATERVAL EAST X37, 
RUSTENBURG, 0299 | E-mail address: judith@dupwest.co.za | 
Contact number: 014 523 4600

LOST OR DESTROYED DEED
Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulation 68(1) of the Deeds 
Registries Act, 1937, of the intention to apply for the issue of a 
certified copy of Deed of Transfer T58223/2021 passed by FIVE 
EFS PROPERTY DEVELOPERS CC, REGISTRATION NUMBER: 
2001/019680/23 in favour of NKOKETSENG LENALA RANGAKA, 
Identity Number: 810614 5320 08 8, married out of community 
of property in respect of ERF 2481 CASHAN EXTENSION 28 
TOWNSHIP, REGISTRATION DIVISION J.Q., NORTH WEST 
PROVINCE, Held by Deed of Transfer T58223/2021, which has 
been lost or destroyed.
All interested persons having objection to the issue of such 
Deed are hereby required to lodge the same in writing with the 
REGISTRAR OF DEEDS: NORTH GAUTENG at PRETORIA, 
600 Lilian Ngoyi Street, Pretoria Central, Pretoria, 0002 within two 
weeks from the date of the publication of this notice.
Dated at Rustenburg on the 22nd day of April 2026.
CONVEYANCER | VOLKER HELMUT JOHANNES KRÜGER | 
VAN VELDEN DUFFEY INC | 67 BRINK STREET RUSTENBURG 
| 014 592 1135 | volkerk@vvd.co.za

LOST OR DESTROYED DEED
Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulation 68(1) of the 
Deeds Registries Act, 1937, of the intention to apply for the 
issue of a certified copy of Deed of Transfer T18079/2013 
passed by RUSTENBURG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY in favour of 
NKOKETSENG LENALA RANGAKA, Identity Number: 810614 
5320 08 8, married out of community of property in respect of ERF 
2482 CASHAN EXTENSION 28 TOWNSHIP, REGISTRATION 
DIVISION J.Q., NORTH WEST PROVINCE, Held by Deed of 
Transfer T18079/2013, which has been lost or destroyed.
All interested persons having objection to the issue of such 
Deed are hereby required to lodge the same in writing with the 
REGISTRAR OF DEEDS: NORTH GAUTENG at PRETORIA, 
600 Lilian Ngoyi Street, Pretoria Central, Pretoria, 0002 within two 
weeks from the date of the publication of this notice.
Dated at Rustenburg on the 22nd day of April 2026.
CONVEYANCER | VOLKER HELMUT JOHANNES KRÜGER | 
VAN VELDEN DUFFEY INC | 67 BRINK STREET RUSTENBURG 
| 014 592 1135 | volkerk@vvd.co.za

LOST OR DESTROYED DEED
Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulation 68 of the Deeds 
Registries Act, 1937, of the intention to apply for the issue of a 
certified copy of Deed of Transfer T22337/2022 passed by The 
Executors in the Estate Late AREND FREDERIK VISSER, Estate 
Number: 2449/2020, in favour of HELOISE VISSER, Identity 
Number: 610323 0013 08 4, Unmarried in respect of certain 
PORTION 480 (A PORTION OF PORTION 392) OF THE FARM 
WATERKLOOF 305, REGISTRATION DIVISION J.Q., PROVINCE 
OF NORTH-WEST, MEASURING 2,2117 (TWO COMMA TWO 
ONE ONE SEVEN) Hectares, which has been lost or destroyed.  
All interested persons having objection to the issue of such copy 
are hereby required to lodge the same in writing with the Registrar 
of Deeds: North Guateng at PRETORIA, 600 Lilian Ngoyi Street, 
Pretoria Central, Pretoria, 0002 within two weeks from the date of 
the publication of this notice.
Dated at RUSTENBURG this 29th day of APRIL 2026.
VAN VELDEN-DUFFEY INC | Address: 67 Brink Street, 
Rustenburg, 0299 | E-mail address: veronicas@vvd.co.za | 
Contact number:  014 592 1135
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Carmen van Straten proudly 
represented Run/Walk For 
Life Rustenburg after an 

outstanding performance at 
the Loskop Marathon, finishing 

among the top women in a 
highly competitive field.

Didi maak 
Noordwes-span! 
Platinum Weekly koerant | Rustenburg – 
’n Leerder van Laerskool Proteapark het rede 
gegee vir groot trots nadat sy vir die o/13 
Noordwes-netbalspan vir 2026 gekies is. 
Didi Matlapeng se insluiting in die provinsiale 
span is ’n besondere prestasie en getuig van 
haar toewyding, talent en harde werk op die 
netbalbaan. Haar prestasie plaas nie net 
haar naam op die kaart nie, maar bring ook 
eer aan haar skool en die breër gemeenskap.

1 Do not boast about 
tomorrow,
For you do not know what a 
day may bring forth.

2 Let another man praise you, 
and not your own mouth;
A stranger, and not your 
own lips.

3 A stone is heavy and 
sand is weighty,
But a fool’s wrath 
is heavier than 
both of them.
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Should so-called 
“illegal cigarettes”  
really be illegal?

With dagga now legal and with electronic 
cigarette shops around every corner, some 
residents question why certain cigarettes are 
still banned. Is it inconsistent — or about tax, 
regulation, and public safety? While some call it 
outrageous, others warn illegal products bypass 
quality control and cost the country revenue. 
Where do you stand?

Here’s how you can participate. Email us at 
news@platinumweekly.co.za or WhatsApp your 
response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your 

pic alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response 

before 12:00 on Monday, 4 May 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be 
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our 

community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your 

opinion on our Facebook post about this topic. 
Join the conversation!

POLL

DAGGA LEGAL, ILLEGAL CIGARETTES NOT?... In South 
Africa, adults are allowed to use cannabis (dagga) in private 
following the 2018 Constitutional Court cannabis ruling 2018. 
Yet, certain cigarettes are still labelled “illegal”.

For many smokers, this feels inconsistent. If people can legally 
choose to smoke cannabis or buy electronic cigarettes freely, 
why not other 
tobacco products? 
Critics argue the 
distinction comes 
down to taxation 
and control — 
raising questions 
about fairness and 
personal freedom 
of choice.

WANT TO  
PLACE AN  
ADVERT? 

WHATSAPP 081 389 2846

Art in the Park 
Date: Saturday, 30 May 2026 

--- 
A beautifully curated outdoor art experience hosted by Lea’s Loft, Art in the Park invites visitors to relax under the trees 

while enjoying live artist demonstrations, fine wine tasting by KWV, and Buffels Brew beer. Set in a warm, creative 
atmosphere, this event blends art, nature, and good company — perfect for a laid-back day out with family and friends. 

Free entry and a full-day restaurant experience add to its charm.  
Location: Kenny Gee’s Restaurant, Kroondal, Rustenburg

Lighthouse Children’s Home Fundraising Fun Run/ Walk 
Saturday, 6 June 2026 

--- 
Bring the whole family for a heartwarming Fun Run/Walk in support of Lighthouse Children’s Home. Enjoy a 5km run or 
walk in a fresh farm atmosphere, with music, food, refreshments, and fun for all ages. The event also features a lively 

Boeremark with local crafts and products, creating a perfect day out while supporting a meaningful cause. Donations of 
clothes, blankets, food, and essentials are welcome | Location: Rainhill Farm, Rustenburg |  

Contact Janice on 065 129 7281.

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Are you addicted to short 

social media videos?

Short-form content on platforms like TikTok, Instagram Reels and YouTube Shorts is designed to keep you scrolling. Quick, 
endless videos can make time fly – and habits form fast. Do you find yourself watching longer than intended?

Are you addicted to short social media videos?

HAVE YOUR SAY

“No. Social media 
has never really 
interested me. 
I’ll glance at a 
few things, but 

I’m definitely not 
addicted — maybe 

I’m just old-
fashioned.”

Cristina Ribeiro, 
Rustenburg

“Yes. What started 
as learning sign 
language for 30 

minutes turned into 
hours of scrolling. 
I try to limit myself, 
but it often leads to 
procrastination and 

lost time.”

Unathi Sishawu, 
Rustenburg 

NO 14% YES 86%

Rugga nuus 

United Rugby Championship

Vrydag 24 April
•	Edinburgh 33-28 Sharks
•	Zebre 18-19 Dragons
Saterdag 25 April
•	Scarlets 21-23 Bulls
•	Benetton 29-26 Leinster
•	Munster 41-14 Ulster
•	Lions 33-21 Connacht
•	Stormers 48-12 Glasgow Warriors
Die URC word weer op 8 Mei hervat.

Investec Champions Cup 

BEPALINGS | SEMI-FINALE
Saterdag 2 Mei
•	Leinster 16:00 Toulon
Sondag 3 Mei
•	Union Bordeaux-Begles 16:00 Bath

Challenge Cup 

BEPALINGS | SEMI-FINALE
Saterdag 2 Mei
•	Ulster 18:30 Exeter Chiefs
Sondag 3 Mei
•	Montpellier Herault 13:30 Dragons

Nag ou grote...

Carmen’s powerful 
run earns podium 
spot at Loskop
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Run/
Walk For Life Rustenburg is celebrating a standout 
performance by member Carmen van Straten, who 
delivered an exceptional run at the prestigious Loskop 
Marathon, held on Saturday 25 April 2026.
Carmen crossed the finish line in an impressive time of 
03:46, securing 4th place overall among women and 
3rd place in her age category. Competing alongside 
elite and professional athletes, her result highlights both 
determination and discipline. The Loskop Marathon is 
known for its demanding route and vibrant atmosphere, 
attracting serious runners from across the country in a 
test of endurance, strategy, and mental grit.
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Through Mist, Mud 
and a Glimpse 
of Sunshine… 
THE SPIRIT RUNS ON
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Rain, mist 
and muddy trails could not dampen the determination of the 
#RWFLRustenburg community, as members of Run/Walk for 
Life Rustenburg took on the natural beauty – and challenges 

– of Kgaswane Mountain Reserve over the weekend of 25 
to 26 April 2026.
Wrapped in cool, misty mornings, runners and walkers 
embraced every step of the journey, navigating water 
crossings, slippery paths and wooden bridges. Yet, what 
could have been obstacles became highlights – a reminder 
that the true reward lies not only in the destination, but in 
the experience itself. From splashing through streams to 
carefully finding footing along rugged terrain, the group 
showed resilience, unity and an unwavering spirit. The ever-
changing conditions added a sense of adventure, turning an 
ordinary run into something memorable.
With laughter echoing through the reserve and shoes soaked 
but spirits high, one message stood clear: no weather can 
stand in the way of a committed community.

Get the Platinum Weekly directly on your phone.
WhatsApp                             to subscribe today!0818211332

A welcome break in the clouds! The 
sun made a brief appearance, lighting 
up the trails and rewarding the runners 
with a moment worth the effort.

Step by step through water and over 
bridges, runners carefully navigated 
the rugged beauty of Kgaswane’s trails, 
embracing every challenge along the way.

Come rain or sunshine, the 
#RWFLRustenburg crew 
keeps moving — united by 
passion, perseverance and 
the love of the run.

Photo credit: Hanri du Plessis
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NEW & EXCLUSIVE

Click here to
download the app

Click
downlo

OFFERS VALID UNTIL FRIDAY 10/05/2026. PRICES APPLY TO CHECKERS & CHECKERS HYPER STORES NATIONWIDE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. NO TRADERS PLEASE. ERRORS & OMISSIONS EXCEPTED 
(E&OE). SELECTED ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT CERTAIN STORES. WHILE STOCKS LAST. CUSTOMER CARE LINE 0800 01 07 09 (TOLL-FREE). XTRA SAVINGS SUPPORT LINE 0800 33 33 85 (TOLL-FREE).
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